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Pastor's Ponderings
The First Amendment reads: “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.”
We have people assembling in many places to
demonstrate for redress of grievances and calling for
justice. One person who is speaking out is Tony Dungy.
Dungy is an evangelical Christian and was a very
successful professional football coach. At one point in
his coaching career he considered leaving football for
the prison ministry. Dungy stressed that coaches are
essentially teachers who put faith and family ahead of
football, do not belittle their players or scream at them,
and remain calm when things go badly. They guide
instead of goad, and Lovie Smith, former Chicago Bears
coach found that perhaps the most instructive thing of
all.

"I believe it has to start with those of us who claim to be
Christians," he said. "We have to come to the forefront
and demonstrate the qualities of the One we claim to
follow, Jesus Christ. We can’t be silent."
"But we can’t go forward with judgmental, bitter spirits.
We need to be proactive but do it in the spirit of trying
to help make things better. And it can’t be just the
African American churches. It must be ALL churches
taking a stand and saying, ‘We are going to be on the
forefront of meaningful dialogue and meaningful
change.’ We must be willing to speak the truth in love,
but we must recognize that we are not fighting against
other people. We are fighting against [evil]
Quoting Scripture, Coach Dungy said, "Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." He
described an "emotional ride" he took with his wife.
“We saw many people out protesting and trying to make
their feelings heard,” he said. “Most of it was peaceful
but some was not. We saw a lot of hurting people. We
saw a lot of angry people.

Smith said, "We talked about how to do it, being a
teacher instead of screaming and yelling, all that stuff."
Smith is now head coach at Illinois where he is gradually “We prayed for our country as we rode. Prayed that
people who are hurting can direct their passion in [a]
changing the culture there.
safe and productive way. And we prayed that our
Throughout his career, Dungy remained involved with
country could LISTEN to people who are hurting and
community service organizations. In August 2007,
have concerns BEFORE they feel they must lash out in
President George W. Bush appointed Dungy a member anger to be heard. America, we can solve this but it’s
of the President's Council on Service and Civic
going to take all of us, WORKING TOGETHER, to do it.”
Participation, and he served as informal advisor to
We have been studying the Scripture you quote as part
President Barack Obamas' Advisory Council on Faithof our Shalom Bible Study. We have been praying that
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.
our political leaders would hear the message of love
He recently posted a message expressing his point of
overcoming evil. I know that your voice is heard by many
view. Here are some excerpts:
more people than mine. Preach on brother Tony.
“Today we are a divided country. We’re divided racially, Henry
politically and socio-economically..... Dysfunction,
mistrust and hatred help [evil] flourish." Coach Dungy
asks: “Well, what is the answer then?”
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Becky Milhollin and I serve on the Presbytery of Riverside Healthy Pastors and Congregations Commission.
One of the members of the commission asked what the church was doing to promote understanding of the
issues of race and culture. One event available nationally on the internet will be held on:
September 15 at 2 p.m. ET / 11 a.m. PT
90-minute Presbyterian Outlook webinar
Presented by Kerry Connelly
Sponsored by Presbyterian Publishing — Free of charge to participants
Register at PCUSA.org
There is no denying what history makes clear: Systemic racism in America is deeply entwined with the
history of the institutional church. Even today, the church must look at our complicity — which at times has
been overt, and other times the product of mere silence. The good news – and there is good news – is that
church is in the business of redemption and prophetic imagination. That means that the church can lead
toward a more just world that truly resembles the realm of God.
At the crux of the American race issue is white identity. So many good white people want to do the right
thing yet remain complicit in racist systems because they don’t understand the ways in which whiteness
operates in their own psyches and in the world. In order for justice to reign, the construct of whiteness
needs to be understood so that white people can strip away the conditioning of the world that causes them
to be complicit and find their truer selves – their anti-racist selves – underneath. This is a deeply spiritual
process that requires pastoral care.
But what will it take, exactly? Bold church leaders who are willing to brave the tumultuous waters of
humility, where it’s possible you’ll get battered and a little bruised, but where you’ll come out the other side
wiser and split wide open with grace. Congregations willing to have tough conversations and deep dive into
some serious spiritual self-reflection. Elders, deacons and other congregational leaders willing to be a
companion to other white people who are in the deconstruction process. And a collective prophetic
imagining of what the realm of God could look like apart from pseudo-supremacy and systems of
dominance.
In this webinar, you will:
•

Begin to understand and deconstruct white identity and how it operates in the world.

•

Understand the process of this deconstruction, and how it resembles the stages of grief.

•

Learn how to practice agency over embedded whiteness, unconscious bias and inherent racism.

•

Get practical tips on how to combat systemic racism.

•

Acquire language and tools to companion others in their process of deconstructing whiteness and
other systems of dominance.

•

Learn how the church can be an agent of change and justice in the current racial divide.

One the bullet points suggests that the process resembles the stages of grief. I have also suggested that
living amid the pandemic is a time when we are dealing with grief in various areas of loss. We have used the
book “Good Grief” by Granger Westberg and continue to make it available to any who want it. If you do not
have a copy or cannot find yours, call or email the church and we will make arrangements to get one to you.
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There was never a time when the book of Job was not relevant, but it is especially so today. This is
not because the book of Job has changed, but because we have. We may be more ready to listen
now ... less certain of our own answers. So, when Job asks "why," we, too, strain to hear the
answers. And if answers are not forthcoming, then we, like Job, will need to learn how to live
without them.
The book of Job cuts straight to the heart of what it means to be human. It is the most profound
exploration of the life of faith ever written, and wrestles with some of life's most perplexing
questions. Why do bad things happen to good people? Is there a correspondence between sin
and suffering, obedience and blessing? Why should we serve God if there are no guarantees of
blessings and freedom from loss and harm?
Carol M. Bechtel contends that the real theme of Job is defining the limits of human wisdom. God
does not answer Job's questions about suffering but reminds Job that he's out of his league. We
do not have all the answers; God does. Faith, as Job comes to understand it, is an exercise in
radical trust.
Contents:
•

Introducing Job: The Book and the Man

•

An Ancient Story

•

The Impatience of Job

•

When Familiar Answers Fail

•

Closing Arguments

•

The Voice from the Whirlwind

•

Life Within Limits
The Job study will be held via Zoom
Thursdays Oct. 1 through Nov. 12 at 7:30 – 9:00 PM
Call or email the church to enroll.
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From your session
We met via Zoom in August:
•

Money is available from Riverside Presbytery for churches in the Presbytery to buy the
equipment necessary to live-stream their worship services. Worth looking into.

•

Deacons are putting together Blessing Bags for September.

•

Front Porch in San Luis Obispo is continuing their ministry to Cal Poly students. This
is a ministry we help to support.

•

Approved having Becky Millhollin attend an all-day online workshop in August on Art
as Prayer for a cost of $60.

•

Becky Millhollin reported that her virtual workshop is going well. She is getting ideas
for Advent.

•

Sue puts Henry’s weekly sermons on our Facebook page. She has reached 2,600
people and has had a couple of shares. She has also gotten some prayer requests.

•

The work to solve the erosion problem on the east side of the church has finished.

•

Our prayer request time included prayers for those affected by the fires in California,
Loriann (Mittelstadt) Vick, and her family, and Toni Burbank and other 911 operators.
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GENERAL FUND
Income

August 31, 2020

Year to Date Totals

11,793.32

66,239.88

Expenses

6,710.07

55,628.92

Net Income

5,083.25

10,610.96

DEACONS FUND
Income

August 31, 2020

Year to Date Totals

55.00

1,305.00

Expenses

349.63

1,491.97

Net Income

-294.63

-186.97
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SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
3 ··························································································· Brittany Jager
5··························································································· Lillian Atia
6··························································································· Elizabeth Talbert
7··························································································· Tabe Ndipagbor
11··························································································· Alice Reille
12 ··························································································· Jean Marsh
21 ··························································································· Elaine Lively
··························································································· Ty Talbert
23 ··························································································· Mike Say
24 ··························································································· Judy Hanson

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
None

PRAY DURING SEPTEMBER
FOR THESE FAMILIES

Rudy & Terrie Burbank
Henry & Joyce DeGraaff
Judie Deupree
Gerald & Ryan Marie Gonzalez
Philip & Mavis Hagan
Judy & Haley Hanson
Criss & Rochelle Heller
Janice Horner
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7H

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Due to the Stay at Home order that is in place,
limited activities are scheduled. Worship is
being conducted via the email message being
sent out weekly. The message can also be
found on our FB page and our web site.

Ongoing activities
Sacred Space
Sep. 6, 13, 20, 27
9:30am via Zoom

Shalom Class
Sep. 3, 10, 17, 24
10:30am via
Zoom

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

These activities will resume
once we are able to be
together again
Adult Bible
Study Sunday
at 9:30am

Last Sunday of
each month is
Food Donation
Sunday.

Worship
Sunday at
10:30am

4th Saturday of each
month, Women’s
breakfast, Original
Pancake House, Norco,
8am
Loving Needles, 9:45am

Session
Sep. 19, 10am
via Zoom

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Our Church Staff

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk
Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White
Parish Associate for
the Arts & Spirituality _______________ Becky Millhollin
Director of Social Media _______________ Sue Bain

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30AM Adult Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
Sunday School (nursery care
available)
First Press deadline – 22nd
of every month
Editor reserves the right to
edit for content & space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

