
 

 

FIRST PRESS  

September 2020  
Volume 26, Issue 9  

Pastor's Ponderings 

¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻ 
ƭŀǿ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ 
ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΤ ƻǊ ŀōǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ ƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎΤ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇŜŀŎŜŀōƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǝǝƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎΦέ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŘǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƛŜǾŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ƧǳǎǝŎŜΦ hƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛǎ ¢ƻƴȅ 5ǳƴƎȅΦ 
5ǳƴƎȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŎƻŀŎƘΦ !ǘ ƻƴŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛƴ 
Ƙƛǎ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 5ǳƴƎȅ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǎŎǊŜŀƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎŀƭƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ǝƻ ōŀŘƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƎǳƛŘŜ 
ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƎƻŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾƛŜ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ .ŜŀǊǎ 
ŎƻŀŎƘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ŀƭƭΦ 

{ƳƛǘƘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ϧ²Ŝ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜƭƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳũΦϦ 
{ƳƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƘŜŀŘ ŎƻŀŎƘ ŀǘ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ 
ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ 5ǳƴƎȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎΦ Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нллтΣ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²Φ .ǳǎƘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ 5ǳƴƎȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘϥǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƛǾƛŎ 
tŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǘƻ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀǎϥ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ CŀƛǘƘ-
.ŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ bŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ 

IŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǾƛŜǿΦ IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎΥ 

ά¢ƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ 
ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛƻ-ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΦΦΦΦΦ 5ȅǎŦǳƴŎǝƻƴΣ 
ƳƛǎǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘǊŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ώŜǾƛƭϐ ƅƻǳǊƛǎƘΦϦ /ƻŀŎƘ 5ǳƴƎȅ 
ŀǎƪǎΥ ά²ŜƭƭΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƴΚέ 

ϦL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ ōŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎΣϦ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ Ϧ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ ǿŜ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƻ 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿΣ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΦϦ 

Ϧ.ǳǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ōƛǧŜǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǎΦ 
²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻŀŎǝǾŜ ōǳǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜǧŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ Lǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ![[ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦΩ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ώŜǾƛƭϐ 

vǳƻǝƴƎ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ /ƻŀŎƘ 5ǳƴƎȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ϧ5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŜǾƛƭΣ ōǳǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŜǾƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘΦϦ IŜ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀƴ ϦŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǊƛŘŜϦ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǎŀǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƘŜŀǊŘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άaƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ 
ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƘǳǊǝƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²Ŝ 
ǎŀǿ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǊƻŘŜΦ tǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘǳǊǝƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ώŀϐ 
ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾŜ ǿŀȅΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ [L{¢9b ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƘǳǊǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ .9Chw9 ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭŀǎƘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 
ŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ²hwYLbD ¢hD9¢I9wΣ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦέ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ƘŀƭƻƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƻǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ 
ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾƛƭΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƳƛƴŜΦ tǊŜŀŎƘ ƻƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƻƴȅΦ  
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.ŜŎƪȅ aƛƭƘƻƭƭƛƴ ŀƴŘ L ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ wƛǾŜǊǎƛŘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ hƴŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴΥ 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мр ŀǘ н ǇΦƳΦ 9¢ κ мм ŀΦƳΦ t¢ 
фл-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ hǳǘƭƻƻƪ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ YŜǊǊȅ /ƻƴƴŜƭƭȅ 
{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ τ CǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ  
wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ t/¦{!ΦƻǊƎ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ {ȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ƛǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŜƴǘǿƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ τ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǘ ǝƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ƻǾŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ς ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǝŎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǊŀŎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅΦ {ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅŜǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ƛƴ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǎȅŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƎƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘǊƛǇ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳŜǊ ǎŜƭǾŜǎ ς ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴǝ-ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ǎŜƭǾŜǎ ς ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŎŀǊŜΦ 

.ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜΣ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅΚ .ƻƭŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōǊŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƳǳƭǘǳƻǳǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ōŀǧŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ōǊǳƛǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ 
ǿƛǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƭƛǘ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇ ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎŜƭŦ-ǊŜƅŜŎǝƻƴΦ 9ƭŘŜǊǎΣ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ !ƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǝŎ 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǎŜǳŘƻ-ǎǳǇǊŜƳŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ 
ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜΦ 

Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭΥ  

¶ .ŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

¶ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ 

¶ [ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ǿƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǳƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ōƛŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΦ 

¶ DŜǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ǝǇǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ǊŀŎƛǎƳΦ 

¶ !ŎǉǳƛǊŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƴƎ ǿƘƛǘŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜΦ 

¶ [ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǾƛŘŜΦ 

hƴŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊƛŜŦΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƳƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ ǝƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǎǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻƻƪ άDƻƻŘ DǊƛŜŦέ ōȅ DǊŀƴƎŜǊ ²ŜǎǘōŜǊƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻǊ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŬƴŘ ȅƻǳǊǎΣ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 
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There was never a time when the book of Job was not relevant, but it is especially so today. This is 

not because the book of Job has changed, but because we have. We may be more ready to listen 

now ... less certain of our own answers. So, when Job asks "why," we, too, strain to hear the 

answers. And if answers are not forthcoming, then we, like Job, will need to learn how to live 

without them. 

The book of Job cuts straight to the heart of what it means to be human. It is the most profound 

exploration of the life of faith ever written, and wrestles with some of life's most perplexing 

questions. Why do bad things happen to good people?  Is there a correspondence between sin 

and suffering, obedience and blessing? Why should we serve God if there are no guarantees of 

blessings and freedom from loss and harm? 

Carol M. Bechtel contends that the real theme of Job is defining the limits of human wisdom. God 

does not answer Job's questions about suffering but reminds Job that he's out of his league. We 

do not have all the answers; God does. Faith, as Job comes to understand it, is an exercise in 

radical trust. 

Contents: 

¶ Introducing Job: The Book and the Man 

¶ An Ancient Story 

¶ The Impatience of Job 

¶ When Familiar Answers Fail 

¶ Closing Arguments 

¶ The Voice from the Whirlwind 

¶ Life Within Limits 

The Job study will be held via Zoom 

Thursdays Oct. 1 through Nov. 12 at 7:30 ï 9:00 PM 

Call or email the church to enroll. 
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From your session 
 
We met via Zoom in August: 
 
 

¶ Money is available from Riverside Presbytery for churches in the Presbytery to buy the 
equipment necessary to live-stream their worship services. Worth looking into. 

¶ Deacons are putting together Blessing Bags for September. 

¶ Front Porch in San Luis Obispo is continuing their ministry to Cal Poly students. This 
is a ministry we help to support. 

¶ Approved having Becky Millhollin attend an all-day online workshop in August on Art 
as Prayer for a cost of $60. 

¶ Becky Millhollin reported that her virtual workshop is going well. She is getting ideas 
for Advent. 

¶ Sue puts Henry�¶s weekly sermons on our Facebook page. She has reached 2,600 
people and has had a couple of shares. She has also gotten some prayer requests.  

¶ The work to solve the erosion problem on the east side of the church has finished. 

¶ Our prayer request time included prayers for those affected by the fires in California, 
Loriann (Mittelstadt) Vick, and her family, and Toni Burbank and other 911 operators. 


