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Pastor's Ponderings
This Fall at FPC Corona
A recent article in Presbyterians Today begins:
As we approach the fall kickoff to the church
program year, my thoughts keep coming back to
the Protestant idea of the priesthood of all
believers. This doctrine teaches that because of
Jesus Christ, there is no need for someone to act as
a mediator between the people and God. Everyone
is just as spiritual, just as capable of speaking to
God, and just as called to deliver God’s message to
the world. Everyone is equally called to do God’s
work and to minister to God’s people.
At First Presbyterian Corona we are exploring the ways
we can be serving others and showing God’s love as
we go about your daily life. We are offering new and
continuing opportunities for growth in our calls to
ministry. We care for each other. We visit those who
are hospitalized. We share food following worship. We
do many things that are not organized by the pastor.
We really are a congregation of people trying to
wanting to live out our faith. What we are doing does
look like the priesthood of all believers.
This fall we will continue and add the following
opportunities for growth in ministry.

Movies with a Message - Alternating
Thursdays at 10 beginning September 19
Pastor Ed McNulty writes: “A growing number of church
leaders are discovering that many films are able to impact
viewers with Gospel truths almost as well as a good
sermon.” We will use his constructive guide to help enter
into dialogue with some of the films produced by Hollywood
and independent filmmakers. McNulty carefully crafts a
theology of movies and then provides practical suggestions
for creating and leading movie discussions with groups. In
addition, he provides people from all across the
theological spectrum with a framework to
understand whether the overall message of a film

outweighs concerns over profanity, violence, or sex in the
film. We will view the movies and discuss them while
sharing bring your own lunches. Possibilities for our
viewing explored may include The Color Purple, Crash,
Hotel Rwanda, The Matrix, Million Dollar Baby, O Brother,
Where Art Thou?, and The Shawshank Redemption, Gran
Torino and others.

Our Life Stories and Portraits – Alternating
Thursdays at 10
Telling one’s story and leaving a legacy has long been
part of religious traditions and passing on history
between generations. We will be invited to examine
our own beliefs and values, especially while passing
through transitions, and leave a legacy to future
generations. Sharing interesting life experiences with
family and friends is an activity that many may want to
do, but need a little motivation, discipline, and
assistance in getting started.
Ideas for sharing story for individuals with their
families and within congregations will be shared. We
will learn how to utilize tools to facilitate meaningful
storytelling and practice using them.
Many of us want to feel our good will and good work
can live on, even beyond our lifetime. But what is the
best way to plan for this? Can we care for the needs of
a spouse, children, and grandchildren, and still make a
meaningful charitable gift? Yes, and sharing our
stories is equally, if not more, valuable. We have
responsibility to our children (and other dependents)
as our heirs – to share who we are and what life
experiences formed us.
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There will be a computer with open source multi-track audio editor (that can translate into many
languages so that we can
•

Record live audio.

•

Convert tapes and records into digital recordings or CDs.

•

Edit sound files.
Cut, copy, splice or mix sounds together. change the speed or pitch of a recording.

•

And more!

To make our "final editions" even more amazing, Becky Bane will offer pastel portraits that will make
our like stories come to life.

Jeremiah – Sundays at 9:30
Starting September 16, 2018, at 9:30 am, First Presbyterian Church Corona will begin four classes on
the Book of Jeremiah. They will be taught by Richard Bane, PhD, a former professor of Ancient History
and experienced archeologist in the Holy Lands.
September 16th
In the opening class we will study the actual flesh and blood Prophet Jeremiah. Who was he? When
did he live? What was the message of his prophecy?
September 23rd
The second class will explore the actual Book of Jeremiah in its true historical setting.
September 30th
The third class will present the role of Jeremiah in the development of Judaism.
October 3rd
The fourth class will ask what does the Book of Jeremiah mean to us in the 21st century?

Lessons from James - a five-week series of sermons during worship at 10:30
Sept. 2

James 1: 17-27

Showing Concern and Doing Good

Sept. 9

James 2 1-17

Get Moving

Sept. 16

James 3:1-12

Taking Words Seriously

Sept. 23

James 3: 13 – 4

Seeking Wisdom

Sept. 30

James 5: 13-20

Avoiding PTED (Post- Traumatic Embitterment Disorder)

2

September 2018 Vol. 24, Issue 9

Sacred Space – Wednesdays at 9am
Wednesday Morning Sacred Space Prayer Group
THE INTENTION OF THIS GROUP IS TO CREATE A SACRED SPACE: Having a desire to be
led by the Holy Spirit in fervent prayer, this small group (3 elders and a deacon) formed to
meet weekly in a time of silence and spoken prayer. We are dedicated to the power of
communal prayer as our source of strength, comfort and hope. Each week we will open
ourselves to being a Spirit-led group in the hopes that God will transform us into a Spiritled congregation. Our focus is specific to 1st Presbyterian Corona and the Lords direction
for us. Although we are very excited and fully expect this time of seeking Spirit to bear
much fruit, we are here to acknowledge that “we do not define God, it is God who defines
us”. This is not a group where we are trying to create programs. Our intention is to listen
deeply to what Spirit has to say to each of us individually and as a congregation. Our
commitment is to be still before the Lord.
WHAT YOU SHOULD EXPECT: Our prayers and intentions will be specific to 1st
Presbyterian Corona. This time is not a place to discuss your personal issues, or personal
prayer requests for yourself, family or friends. Please do not come with that expectation.
There is no accommodation for “free talk time” from 9:20am to 10:00. This is intentional.
Instead, you are encouraged to nourish the seeds in your heart that may get planted
throughout the week: continue to pray and journal privately about your thoughts. Why?
Because we live in a FB age where everyone feels the need to comment, have an instant
opinion, or a sound bite. We are not going to do that – less talk is intentional. Being still
with and waiting on the Lord, listening deeply means we are going to listen for days. Not
minutes. Rather than our habit of so many ‘wordy words’, instead we commit to coming
from a place of reflection, stillness and silence. We commit to the daily actionable practice
of sitting before the Lord in some fashion as suits us throughout the week.
“But you when you pray, enter into your inner room, and having shut your door, pray to
your Father, the One in secret. And your Father, the One seeing in secret, will reward
you.” Matt 6:6

WHO: Our intention is to hold this sacred space with as many other members and friends
of 1st Presbyterian as feel lead to join us in this time of prayer.
WHEN: Wednesday mornings 9am to 10:30am.
WHERE: Jean Marsh’s house except when traveling - SO Please check with Becky Bane or
Terrie Burbank
1190 Zircon, Corona 951-736-8941
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From your session …..
At our August meeting:


Pastor Henry will contact other churches to investigate the idea of
pastor sharing.



Approved having Diana Wright provide pulpit supply for the two
Sundays that Pastor Henry is on vacation.



Voted to remove 3 people from our membership roll.



A/C has been repaired. Suggest putting locked boxes over the
thermostats.



Approved Richard Bane as a teacher for the adult Sunday School
class.



Voted to contribute to the registration for Becky Bane to attend the
Preaching Pastors Retreat at Zephyr Point in October.



Voted to add a late fee clause to the leases for our nesting churches.



Pastor Henry to get bids for new flooring for the sanctuary.

GENERAL FUND

August 31, 2018

Year to Date Totals

Income

7,891.30

70,533.08

Expenses

6,689.86

59,469.53

Net Income

1,201.44

11,063.55

DEACONS FUND
Income
Expenses
Net Income

August 31, 2018

Year to Date Totals

325.62

2,521.86

80.00

1,508.06

245.62

1,013.80
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August Deacon’s Report
By Susan Bain
Your Deacons have been busy brainstorming ways to
reach out to our local community and demonstrate our
love as well as let people know we are here. We are
implementing several great ideas that we shared at our
August Deacon’s meeting. We loved all of the ideas
that were shared so much that we are enacting ALL of
them!
First, Elaine Lively shared information about an
organization that gives positive notes to women and
girls with breast cancer called “Girls Love Mail”. The
deacons have committed to purchasing a package of
8 small notecards each and writing something positive
and uplifting inside that we will then send to “Girls
Love Mail”. The group asks that we keep our cards and
messages secular as they go to all women, not just
those affiliated with a church or religious group. We
invite you to join us by filling in notecards with positive
words of wisdom for women going through this
challenging time and give them to one of the deacons.

Finally, Rochelle Heller presented the idea of
creating and handing “Blessing Bags” as our youth did
once upon a time. Cathy Aronson is generously
donating several toiletry items like shampoo/
conditioner, soap, and lotion and we will add a water
bottle, snack, Bible and any other items that may fit
into the gallon sized Ziploc bags. We plan to put these
together at our next Deacon meeting in September.
You can help by donating large Ziploc bags, clean
socks, small snacks, wet wipes, hand sanitizer, small
Bibles, toothbrush/toothpaste or other items that a
homeless friend may find useful. We also encourage
you to carry a couple of these in your cars to hand out
to any homeless person who crosses your path.
As Deacons, our goal is to spread the love of
First Presbyterian Church of Corona into the
neighboring community. We want to be the hands and
feet of God not just in our church but in our town as
well. We hope you will join us in our efforts.

Next, Margie Wilkerson suggested that we bake
cookies for the seniors who live at Vista Grove or other
senior living facilities. We want to let them know that
they are thought of and cared for. If you love to bake,
you can speak to one of the deacons about what/how
much to bake and we will make sure that your goodies
are delivered to local seniors.
Then, Teri White showed us a “Kindness Rock”
that she found. The small river rock was beautifully
painted and left in an area to be “discovered” by
someone. Margie found one of these rocks on a light
post at the grocery store but they can be placed almost
anywhere and found. We are collecting painted rocks
and deacons will add to the bottom a link that will lead
the finder to First Presbyterian Church. Cathy Aronson
has generously offered to come to Susan Bain’s first
grade class to help her students paint rocks for us. The
deacons will be placing these rocks all around town so
be on the lookout or better yet, show us your
awesome talent by painting a rock and “hiding” it
where someone can find it. Finding these treats is such
a delight and if it guides someone to FPC, even better!
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The Toddler Room has a new look thanks to our friends from
the Community Bible Study. Several of the ladies worked
diligently to spruce up the mural of Noah’s Ark, which was
originally painted by Carol Clouse. They also added some
adorable animal decals.
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Pastor Diana Wright talking with Awu and
Ako during the children’s message in worship
on August 26.
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SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
3 ······························································································ Brittany Jager
6 ······························································································ Elizabeth Talbert
7 ······························································································ Tabe Ndipagbor
11 ······························································································ Alice Reille
12 ······························································································ Jean Marsh
21 ······························································································ Elaine Lively
······························································································ Ty Talbert
23 ······························································································ Mike Say
24 ······························································································ Judy Hanson

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
No Anniversaries

PRAY DURING SEPTEMBER FOR
THESE FAMILIES


Cathy Aronson



Susan Bain



Richard & Becky Bane



Ryan Marie Beadel



Rudy & Terrie Burbank



Judie Deupree



Sam & Ana Grozav



Marilyn Gwartney



Philip & Mavis Hagan



Judy & Haley Hanson
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

Worship
10:30am

9

10

Worship
10:30am

16

17

Worship
10:30am

23

24

4

5

Deacons 6pm

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

11

12

Deacons 6pm

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

18

19

Loving
Needles
6:30pm

Sacred Space Session 10am
Prayer Group
9am

25

26

Worship
10:30am

6

7

8
Presbytery,
Ridgecrest
10am

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

Women’s
breakfast,
Loving
Needles

28

29

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

30
Worship
10:30am

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

Adult Bible Study
resumes
September 16th

Last Sunday of each
month is Food
Donation Sunday.

Session/Deacons Joint
Meeting: September 23,
11:45 a.m.

4th Saturday of each month,
Women’s breakfast,
Original Pancake House,
Norco, 8am
Loving Needles, 9:45am

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Our Church Staff
Pastor (Transitional) ........... Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant .... Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist....................... Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Church Treasurer ............... Terrie Burbank
Bookkeeper ........................ Teri White

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30AM Adult Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
Sunday School (nursery care
available)
First Press deadline – 22nd
of every month
Editor reserves the right
to edit for content &
space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

