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Pastor's Ponderings 

Friday, October 4 was day 200 of staying home 
because of the pandemic. We are working to 
formulate a new ministry plan at First Presbyterian 
Church of Corona. The model recognizes that 
worship and meeting in the building, though it may 
be possible at some time, must not be the hoped-
for goal for which we patiently await.  

On January 12th, 2020 we shared a worship service 
and dinner with Dr. David Lee, President of the 
International Theological Seminary and six ITS 
students from Cameroon. The meal after worship 
was prepared by our members from Cameroon and 
Ghana. It was a glorious celebration. All of our most 
recent new members at FPC Corona are from 
Cameroon. Thus, In February 2020 we had begun 
thinking about the possibility of Thursday night 
multi-cultural events with songs, prayers, liturgies, a 
meal, and intergenerational activities that would 
include participation from ITS. The onset of the 
pandemic halted our conversations.  
 

Now we are restarting our explorations. One 
concept is to complete an “outdoor facilities” 
project. (see attached} This outdoor facility with a 
capacity for 200+ would be constructed between 
the church building and Ontario Street where the 
building of a sanctuary had been part of a long-term 
plan. (Plan for outdoor facility is attached.) 

We recognize that the future after COVID will be a 
hybrid. A Riverside Presbytery Partners in Ministry 
COVID grant of $5000 will be used for the 
recommended equipment for live streaming and 
digital production. Our meetings and Bible study 
will continue to be conducted via Zoom, 

We are establishing two new Session work groups. 
One will be a “tech team” to continue developing 
our live stream and digital capability. The other will 
be a multi-cultural future exploratory team. Interest 
has been expressed by our Hispanic and 
Vietnamese nesting congregations for regularly 
scheduled events using an outdoor facility. 

If indoor worship becomes a possibility, the 
addition of an outdoor multipurpose space will still 
be a great asset and complete our campus. If indoor 
gatherings are not possible, an outdoor space large 
enough for social distancing in worship and social 
gatherings will be welcomed by those who miss 
seeing each other in person. Some hybrid 
combination of virtual and in person meeting will 
likely continue well into the future. The same 
combination will continue to provide long term 
creative opportunities for FPC Corona and our 
nesting congregations. The Session will continue to 
lead the development.  

Grace and Peace, 

Henry 
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Sept. 23, 2020 

For the time of the pandemic we have followed the following policy: 

We have chosen to follow Jesus' commandment to care for our neighbor, especially our most vulnerable 

neighbors (Matthew 22: 37-40), during the coronavirus/COVID19 pandemic. While we are not gathering at 

the church building, we have chosen to see this as a time for us to try new ways to worship, learn, pray, and 

stay connected ...after all, God is always doing new things (Isaiah 43:1-19)! In these difficult times, we are 

committed to continuing to find ways to be the church. Don't hesitate to be in touch if you need something, 

especially help...getting groceries or medicine, figuring out how to do all this online stuff, or just needing to 

chat. We are here to help!  

Yesterday, the county of Riverside changed to red tier status which allows us to operate inside at 25% 

capacity. The Session anticipated this change and voted not to resume indoor worship at this time. We will 

still consider the health and safety of our members as our priority and will not gather indoors.  

Our renters have been given permission to use the building following red tier guidelines. However, a current 

complication is that there was a “water catastrophe” in the men’s room and our insurance has contractors 

fixing the problem. Therefore, there are no facilities available for anyone who is going to use the building. We 

will still consider the health and safety of our members as our priority and not gather indoors. 

We will be receiving a grant from the presbytery for equipment to live stream and record our service and 

keep you informed about any changes. 

Don’t forget to sign up for the new Thursday night Bible study of the book of Job beginning via Zoom Oct. 1 

at 7:30 PM 

Grace and Peace, 

Henry 
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Pumpkins and turkeys and wreaths, oh my! Yes, the seasons are turning, although it is hard to tell in southern 
California. It’s true, however, and before we know it, it will be Advent. The beginning of a journey to one of the 
most special times on the Christian calendar. I’m writing about this now because, as your parish associate for arts 
& spirituality, I want to give you all a heads-up about what we will be doing for Advent this year. In working with 
Pastor Henry and Session, we’ve come up with the theme of “Under the Stars, We Will Kneel in Bethlehem.” 

 

The first Sunday in Advent is November 29. We are going to celebrate that day and each Sunday of Advent by 
having every member who wishes to participate set luminarias outside their front door. We will provide the 
luminarias and the battery-operated tea lights – 4 luminarias for each household (one for every Sunday in 
Advent). Luminarias are simple things – a paper bag (like a lunch sack), sometimes with cut-out designs and a 
small light set inside. They have a rich history in the southwestern U.S. and Mexico, as well as other places. More 
on that in the next newsletter! They are set outside along pathways and doorways to light a path.  
https://howtowinterizeyourrv.com/11-dazzling-southwest-luminaria-displays/  
 
We will be coupling the luminaria display(s) with poetry by Ann Weems, author of “Kneeling in Bethlehem” as 
part of the worship services. Each poem will touch upon the journey we take every Advent to find our kneeling 
place in Bethlehem, under the guidance of the stars.  
 

“In each heart lies a Bethlehem, an inn where we must ultimately answer whether there is room or not. When 
we are Bethlehem-bound we experience our own advent in his. When we are Bethlehem-bound we can no 
longer look the other way, conveniently not seeing stars, not hearing angel voices.” (Weems, “In Search of Our 
Kneeling Places) 
 

As for practical matters – sometime in mid-November, a “packet” of 4 paper bags luminarias and 4 battery-
operated tea lights with instructions will be available at the church for pick up. For those who cannot come in to 
pick the “packet” up, we will do everything we can to make arrangements to get them to you. My hope was to 
give you all a heads-up before the November newsletter that this was in the works. There will be more 
information in the November newsletter.  
 

Blessings, 
 
Becky Millhollin 

Parish Associate for Arts & Spirituality 

 

https://howtowinterizeyourrv.com/11-dazzling-southwest-luminaria-displays/
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From your session ….. 
 

We met via Zoom in September: 
 

 Have received a site plan for re-doing the area in front of the church.  Pastor Henry will look 
into getting a grant from the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii to help defray the cost. 

 We will apply for a $5,000 grant from Riverside Presbytery to cover the cost of audio/visual 
equipment. 

 Terrie Burbank and Teri White will begin working on the 2021 budget.  

 Will begin an evening Bible Study on the Book of Job on October 1.  It will be on Thursday 
evenings at 7:30 p.m., via Zoom. 

 Becky Millhollin is working on an Advent theme to include luminarias and some poems from 
Ann Weems’ “Kneeling in Bethlehem”.  More information will be forthcoming. 

 Sue continues to post weekly on our Facebook page.  

 A ladies Bible study plans to meet on Tuesday mornings at the church.   
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GENERAL FUND September 30, 2020 Year to Date Totals 

Income 5,534.16 71,774.04 

Expenses 9,585.46 65,214.38 

Net Income -4,051.30 6,559.66 

DEACONS FUND September 30, 2020 Year to Date Totals 

Income 465.00 1,770.00 

Expenses 22.00 1,513.97 

Net Income 443.00 256.03 
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OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

 8 ·················································································································· Walt Williams 

 18 ·················································································································· Squeak White 

 19 ·················································································································· Joyce DeGraaff 

Mike & Brittany Jager 
Margaret Jameson 
Jerry Lister 
Elaine Lively  
Jean Marsh 
Don McNeil 
Becky Millhollin 
Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt 

PRAY DURING OCTOBER 
FOR THESE FAMILIES 

OCTOBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

None 



 

 

Vietnamese Church 

every Sunday at 

1:30pm 

Last Sunday of 

each month is 

Food Donation 

Sunday. 

Adult Bible 

Study Sunday 

at 9:30am 

4
th

 Saturday of each 

month, Women’s 

breakfast, Original 

Pancake House, Norco, 

8am 

Loving Needles, 9:45am 

Sacred Space 

Oct. 4, 11, 18, 25 

9:30am via Zoom 

These activities will resume 
once we are able to be 

together again 

Book of Job Class 

Oct. 1, 8, 15, 22, 

29 7:30pm via 

Zoom 

Worship 

Sunday at 

10:30am 

Due to the Stay at Home order that is in place, 
limited activities are scheduled. Worship is 

being conducted via the email message being 
sent out weekly. The message can also be 
found on our FB page and our web site. 

Session 

Oct. 17, 10am 

 via Zoom 

Ongoing activities 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2020 



 

 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 

www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP, 

DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP, 

MINISTRY AND MISSION 

Our Church Staff 

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff 

Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White 

Parish Associate for  

the Arts & Spirituality _______________ Becky Millhollin 

Director of Social Media  _______________ Sue Bain 
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Phone: 951-734-1920 

E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 

Pastor: 626-808-7472 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:30AM Adult Sunday School  

10:30AM Worship Service 
Sunday School (nursery care 

available) 
First Press deadline – 22nd 

of every month 
Editor reserves the right to 

edit for content & space 


