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Pastor's Ponderings 

Come Home for Advents and Christmas 

How close are we to the kin-dom we proclaim week 
after week? How close are we to this coming “on 
earth as it is in heaven” for which we pray regularly? 
Advent is time for being honest. Advent is about the 
joy of longing for home – the kind of home that will 
complete us, the kind of home that will transform 
the world. It is about helping us remember that we 
have a mission and a hope. We are people who see 
God at work in this world, and we are partners in 
that remaking. We are the disciples who make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 

Advent then, is that call to remember the hope. We 
cast a vision in our songs and prayers that hold up 
the kin-dom ideal and invites everyone to get ready 
to head home. It’s time: that’s our call; it’s time to go 
home. 

So, what do we do when we get ready to go home? 
We make lists. We put things in order. We set our 
minds on our destination. So, as we decorate our 
sanctuary, we are painting a portrait of the kin-dom, 
light and color and vibrantly green with life, even in 
winter. 

Our arms are open to receive those who come, 
maybe for the first time, maybe old friends, maybe 
the usual crowd, but all are welcome in God’s home, 
our kin-dom home. Pay attention this season to 

hospitality; it matters. It matters always, but 
especially this time, this threshold time. If the church 
is the glimpse of the home toward which we move, 
then take care to reflect the welcome that is being 
offered. 

Light, of course, is crucial to Advent. We light the 
candles on, not to count down to Christmas, but as a 
beacon to call us home. “We’ll leave the light on for 
you” isn’t just a slogan for a hotel chain, but a gospel 
promise that we will find our way by the light that is 
Jesus the Christ and now is reflected in the body of 
Christ, the church. So, let there be light during the 
season of Advent. You could, as some do, bring in 
more and more light each week, or you could start 
the season with the full complement, except for the 
remaining candles of the wreath, but the full 
complement of lights glowing in the worship space. 

The first Sunday of Advent, Nov. 28, or the Sunday of 
hope in some traditions, or the prophecy candle in 
others, is the reminder that it is time to head home. 

See you in person at worship?  Hope so! 

Henry 
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From your session ….. 
 

We met via Zoom in October: 
 

 There was discussion only and no actions to report. 
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GENERAL FUND October 31, 2021 Year to Date Totals 

Income 15,340.78 90,904.60 

Expenses 8,210.66 74,529.03 

Net Income 7,130.12 16,375.57 

DEACONS FUND October 31, 2021 Year to Date Totals 

Income 253.00 2,362.00 

Expenses 637.87 2,242.14 

Net Income -384.87 119.86 
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The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering 
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial 
support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education 
and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian 
commitment for nearly 140 years. 
 

We offer our gifts during this Advent Season to the Christmas Joy Offering because God shows us the 
power and importance of being together, of “being with.” We might not be able to meet face to face with 
those who need the support that our gifts provide, but we are very much still together. We see the 
potential of students of color who will become our leaders and we seek to come alongside them, to 
encourage them, to be together with them. We see church workers who have critical financial needs and 
we come alongside them, to assist them — we are with them. We see the witness of the whole Church, 
either gathered in buildings or connected home to home, member to member, sharing what we have, 
together. We thank God for being “with us” through the gift of Jesus, for opening doors that may not have 
been accessible to us, and for joining us together as the Church and, through our gifts, with those who have 
need.  
 

Beginning the first Sunday in Advent, November 28, there will be inserts in the bulletin describing the 
programs that are helped by our Christmas Joy Offering. We encourage you to read the materials offered 
and give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering. Traditionally, it is received on the 4th Sunday of Advent, 
December 19, but you may give it at any time before that date. 
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Call for Congregational Meeting 

On Sunday Nov. 21 following worship 

Agenda: 

Report of the nominating Committee and any actions needed. 

Listening.  We are going through an uncertain, anxious season and need 
time for listening. There will be more times set aside for 
conversations on Zoom and in person.   

Planning.  As churches continue to try our best through the pandemics, it is 
even more necessary to identify what we plan to do for the 
future. 

Developing.  Building a clear rationale for changes that we may decide to 
make. 
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Baby Shower for Baby Matthew Holmes (Haley 

Hanson, mom, Matthew DeAndre’ Holmes, dad) 

Thank you, Marilyn, for going 

above and beyond for us. 
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NOVEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 4 ············································································································· Susan Bain 
 6 ············································································································· Jerry Neumann 
 7 ············································································································· Jimmy Nyeango 
 17 ············································································································· Jean Neumann 
  ············································································································· Jill Nelson 
 23 ············································································································· Lynda Rodisch 
 28 ············································································································· Glen Nelson 

Mike & Brittany Jager 
Elaine Lively  
Jean Marsh 
Don McNeil 
Becky Millhollin 
Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt 
Awu Ncha 
Glen & Kelly Nelson 
Jerry & Jean Neumann 

PRAY DURING NOVEMBER 
FOR THESE FAMILIES 

NOVEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 2 ···································································· Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt (1974) 
 26 ···································································· Mel & Susan Bain (1993) 



 

 

Vietnamese Church 

every Sunday at 

1:30pm 

Last Sunday of each 

month is Food 

Donation Sunday. 

Adult Bible Study 

will resume at a 

later date 

Loving Needles, Tues. 

Nov. 16, 2:00pm  

Sacred Space Nov. 4, 

11, 18, 4:00pm via 

Zoom 

Worship Sunday 

at 10:30am at 

church & via live 

streaming on 

Zoom and/or 

YouTube 

November 7 

Presbytery 

Sat. Nov. 13, 

10am via Zoom 

Updated Vaccination 
Policy 

 
Until further notice, masks will 
be required in the church 
building. 

Session 

Sat. Nov. 20, 

10am via Zoom 

November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

November 25 

November 11 

November 28 

Congregational Meeting 

Sun. Nov. 21, after 

worship 



 

 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 

www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP, 

DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP, 

MINISTRY AND MISSION 

Our Church Staff 

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff 

Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White 

Parish Associate for  

the Arts & Spirituality _______________ Becky Millhollin 

Director of Social Media  _______________ Sue Bain 
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Phone: 951-734-1920 

E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 

Pastor: 626-808-7472 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
10:30AM Worship Service 

First Press deadline – 4th 

Wednesday of every month 
Editor reserves the right to 

edit for content & space 


