FIRST PRESS

November 2018
Volume 24, Issue 11

Pastor's Ponderings
As I am writing this and pondering what I can do in
response to the violence and incivility of the past week.
Memorial services are taking place in “Mr. Rogers
Neighborhood” Yes, the squirrel hill neighborhood is where
the late Fred Rogers lived. There were stories in the news
this morning about the Jewish doctors who treated the
injuries of the man who killed 11 people gathered at Tree of
Life for worship. Bless those doctors for their witness to
God and their faithfulness to their call to healing ministry.
I would like to choose a political party, or faction thereof, or
individuals to blame. As righteous as our indignation and
anger may be, we must seek to understand the deeper
issues that continue to plague us.
Pastor Daniel Shultz shared in his blog that “real talk about
American social divisions is needed more than ever,
particularly in the church. It has long been a staple of
religious leaders—partly to decry the partisanship, incivility,
and divisiveness that now seem like permanent fixtures of
the national political climate. Christians are urged to come
together in a spirit of unity to repair the breach that afflicts
the body politic. Their leaders call them, rightly, to
participate in the great ministry of reconciliation
established in the body and blood of Jesus himself. The
question lingers in the air: if Christians won’t do the work to
improve political discourse to bring opposing sides
together, who will? We are, after all, supposed to be the
people of speaking the truth in love.”
Pastor Dan continues: “ …. the problem isn’t incivility, and it
isn’t “both sides,”...it is not to say churches have to choose
one political party over the other. It is to say that Christians
might have to confront wrongdoers directly and exclusively.
It might also may mean confronting other Christians who
have allowed their faith to become a wholly-owned
subsidiary of a party that has a harder and harder time
rejecting misogyny, racism, and xenophobia.

On a deeper level, Christians need to stop mistaking
symptoms for the disease. Urging people to be more civil to
one another won't cure political divisions any more than
dosing on Nyquil will cure a cold. Incivility, partisan rancor,
at the extreme end terror and violence—these are all
manifestations of an underlying problem. America is a
divided house, sliced up into neat little non-interacting
pieces by gerrymandering, social self-sorting, and closed
epistemic loops created by partisan media sources (again,
an asymmetrical problem). Until Americans learn to work
together, play together, live together, and yes, worship
together, this division isn't going to get any better.
Accomplishing all of that will require addressing race, class,
geography, the arrangement of power, and the dysfunction
of corporate media, all in the headwinds of a factionalism
that demands its opponents be jailed. And that's before we
get to the hard part: undoing those same social divisions in
the pews of America's churches. It is a monumental project
fraught with the potential for disaster, a project no leader
in her right mind would undertake.
Fortunately, we're not in our right minds. We're Christians.
We should get down to work.” Amen.
Our first step is to vote for candidates and proposals that
we believe would move us in the right direction. The next
step? Working, playing, worshipping together would be a
good start. Then?
Grace and Peace,
Henry
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Congregational Meeting
There will be a congregational meeting after worship on Sunday, November 18,
for the purpose of electing elders and deacons. Your vote is important. Please
put this date on your calendar and plan to attend.

Thank you to Judie Deupree and Gerry Lister for graciously
providing the lunch on Sunday, October 28, when Teen
Challenge was part of our worship.

GENERAL FUND

October 31, 2018

Year to Date Totals

Income

3,090.00

88,452.18

Expenses

8,890.07

90,252.49

-5,800.07

-1,800.31

Net Income

DEACONS FUND

October 31, 2018

Year to Date Totals

Income

200.00

2,903.16

Expenses

175.39

2,152.13

24.61

751.03

Net Income
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More Movies with a Message
Thursday, November 8
The Post – U.S. Presidents and military leaders had been misleading the public about the war in Viet Nam. Courts had blocked
newspapers from publishing what they had discovered. Washington Post publisher, Katherine Graham, the only female in the room, and
friend of the Kennedys, Johnsons, and Robert McNamara had to decide if there was a higher loyalty upon which she had to base her
decision to print the discoveries that had been made.

Thursday, November 15
Darkest Hour – What do you do when everyone is looking to you for leadership and almost every other leader opposes your view?
It demonstrates that leadership is often a very lonely affair and it helps to have a spouse who is loving and understanding – and also very,
very patient in regard to one’s short comings and foibles.

Thursday, November 29
Lady Bird – An insightful story of the relationship of a mother and her daughter, with the father eventually figuring in. A feeling of
delight comes when, in the end, love leaps over barriers

Thursday, December 6
Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri – A mother grieving over the unsolved rape and murder of her daughter
harasses the police by renting billboards accusing them of inaction. Can the desire for vengeance be overcome?

Thursday, December 13
It’s a Wonderful Life – Needs no introduction!

The movies begin a 10 – followed by a time for discussion and “bring your own lunch.”
3

November 2018 Vol. 24, Issue 11

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
4 ······························································································ Susan Bain
6 ······························································································ Jerry Neumann
7 ······························································································ Jimmy Nyeango
16 ······························································································ Margaret Jameson
17 ······························································································ Jean Neumann
······························································································ Jill Nelson
23 ······························································································ Lynda Rodisch
28 ······························································································ Glen Nelson

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
2 ························································································Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt (1974)
26 ························································································Mel & Susan Bain (1993)
29 ························································································Stan & Elaine Lively (1969)

PRAY DURING NOVEMBER FOR
THESE FAMILIES



Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt



Awu Ncha



Glen & Kelly Nelson



Jerry & Jean Neumann



John & Qi Liu Nyeango



Alison Osborne



Alice Reille



Rita Riolta
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

16

17

Session 10am

4

5

6

7

8

CBS 9:30am

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

Movie with a
message 10am

13

14

15

CBS 9:30am
Deacons 6pm

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

Movie with a
message 10am

20

21

22

CBS 9:30am,
Loving
Needles
6:30pm

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

27

28

29

CBS 9:30am

Sacred Space
Prayer Group
9am

Movie with a
message 10am

Worship
10:30am

11

12

Worship
10:30am

18

19

Worship
10:30am,
congregational
meeting
11:45am

25

26

Worship
10:30am

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

Presbytery
meeting, Indio

23

Women’s
breakfast,
Loving
Needles

30

4th Saturday of each month,
Women’s breakfast,
Original Pancake House,
Norco, 8am
Loving Needles, 9:45am

Last Sunday of each
month is Food
Donation Sunday.

24

Adult Bible Study
9:30 AM

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Our Church Staff
Pastor (Transitional) ........... Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant .... Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist....................... Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Church Treasurer ............... Terrie Burbank
Bookkeeper ........................ Teri White

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30AM Adult Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
Sunday School (nursery care
available)
First Press deadline – 22nd
of every month
Editor reserves the right
to edit for content &
space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

