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Pastor's Ponderings
Three years ago on May 1, 2015, I began my service as
your Transitional Pastor."
Just to review, I shared when I arrived that my first
focus was to be a “non-anxious” presence with you. I
trust that I am being true to that and though we never
know exactly what the future may bring I still believe
that we will be able to discern the direction toward
which the Spirit is leading.
My second focus was to look into the options that
might be possible for the future of the ministry. I met
with other pastors and said yes to serving on the
Presbytery Committee on Ministry (now called Healthy
Pastors and Congregations Commission). As a result,
possibilities arose to enter into cooperative
relationship with one or more other congregations.
During 2016 we had our first joint Session meeting
with Bethany Presbyterian Church of Rialto. During
2017 we continued to explore possibilities for sharing a
pastor with them.
The progress was slow but steady. We made major
improvements in the facility by having Julio paint the
building and Jean provide new landscaping. Other
outdoor projects took place in 2018. Rite-Aid, for
example, gave us a gift to be used to repair and seal
the parking lot.
The big surprise of 2017 was the connection that Janice
Horner initiated with the Hispanic Pentecostal Church
of God. They began a "nesting" relationship with us on
Nov. 1, 2017. There are always details to work out as
we learn to share the facilities – but the income gives
us the opportunity to enjoy a balanced budget for the
first time in many years.
Some of the progress slowed a bit in 2017 when I was
diagnosed with cancer and then Joyce contracted
murine typhus and, later, was diagnosed with cancer.
My treatments went well. Joyce's recovery from
Typhus and the chemotherapy followed by radiation
was long and arduous. Just to punctuate the new year
of 2018, she has added a broken foot to the things we

would like to leave behind.
Last week, however, I met with Pastor Andrew from
Bethany Church and Timm High from the Presbytery.
(We have begun to call him Timm High the vision guy
and he seems to like it more than his formal title which
has proven difficult to remember) I was hoping that
this would have been a meeting to continue outlining
the next steps in sharing for June and July. It was not.
It was a meeting to announce that after two years,
Bethany has decided that they cannot move into a
future relationship with First Presbyterian, Corona.
What now? Timm will meet with the Session on May
17. We will discuss possibilities and he will ask us some
difficult questions. Shall we reach out to the
Methodists or UCCs? Are there options that the Spirit
has put on someone's heart that will open the door to
new possibilities? We will likely follow up with a town
hall meeting after worship in late May or early June to
discern the will of the congregation.
I am very disappointed that the patient work we put
into the effort to seek cooperation did not result in a
new pastoral relationship.
Joyce and I continue to look forward to being with you
on Sundays. As I promised before, I will stick with you
until a vision for the future is secured.
Grace and Peace,
Henry
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From your session
At our April meetings:
April 19
 Memorial service for Greet Shepherd to be held at FPC on April 28.


Rev. Phyllis Hart to preach on April 29.



We are doing well on this year’s budget.



A portion of the sidewalk at the southwest corner of the church is raised and needs to be ground down.



The entry door on the south side of the church needs to be repaired.



Pastor Henry will meet with several janitorial companies to get bids for janitorial service for the church.



Voted to take Elder Becky Bane under care to become a Certified Ruling Elder. She would explore the
idea of becoming ordained. We will contact the Presbytery to inform them of this decision and discern
the next steps.

April 22
 Voted to receive Richard Bane into membership by reaffirmation of faith.
April 29
 Received quotes from 5 companies to provide janitorial service for the church.


Voted to enter into a janitorial service agreement with ServiceMaster Clean.

GENERAL FUND

April 30, 2018

Year to Date Totals

11,611.60

38,460.38

Expenses

8,271.18

29,493.85

Net Income

3,340.42

8,966.53

April 30, 2018

Year to Date Totals

Income

DEACONS FUND
Income

430.00

1,354.58

Expenses

140.00

1,148.90

Net Income

290.00

205.68
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From Kelly Killion on Facebook:
This showed up on my memories today. What a simple, precious, godly little lady.. Miss Ruth.
She provided flowers for church from her garden for many years. She wrote down the words
to this song & I played it for her to sing during a Sunday service. She was a gem.

Ruth Jager

More Memories:
Bob & Marilyn Gwartney
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Seder Meal 2018
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Fellowship Table Easter
Morning
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Seder Meal 2018
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Response to the benediction on Easter morning.
L to R - Pete Mittelstadt, Dena Pride,
Larry Ballenger
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BOMA BULLETIN
Ethiopian Easter 4/8/18
“He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.” Is. 53:5 “He is not here! HE HAS RISEN!” Mt. 28:6
Dear Friends,
State of Emergency: Sorry for the delay in writing this Bulletin. While in Ethiopia in Feb., there was some
rioting, burning of busses, and all roads in and out of Addis were closed. The Prime Minister of Ethiopia
resigned and a state of emergency was declared with the internet shut down and no communications.
Despite the problems, we were able to travel to Tulegit with a team from Trinity Church, Southern Calif,
baptize 75 new Christians and put windows and cement blocks in three Termite Resistant Churches.
New Prime Minister: Abiy Ahmed was chosen to become the new Prime Minister. He is from the majority
Oromo tribe and is also reported to be a ‘good man’ from the Full Gospel Church with good military and
academic qualifications. His name indicates he also has some Muslim background.
My First Baale Service: The following letter from Ulrike (head of Suri Literacy), was written on March 18 and
because the internet was down, just arrived today April 7. Matthais is the Swiss Wycliffe Bible translator, and
Dr. Haili is carrying on the work of Evangelism.
Here is the letter: “Today we drove to Bokoi for Church. I’ve never been there, so was glad to join them. Dr.
had driven the road many times, so was able to direct Matthais. I find the tree stumps can be dangerous!
Going the road was dry.
The choir was already seated as we came in. There were about 100 children and youth. A 14-16 year old girl
led the service in Baale. Sometimes she used the pulpit, a water barrel, as a drum. The Baale songs were
musically different from the Suri. I found them beautiful. I was so touched by the ‘first Baale’ service I
experienced.
“At the blessing of the children, 50% of the church stood in the front for a blessing. When Dr. Haili preached
from Jer. 43 and Ex. 34, everyone listened intently. He preached on how God watches over us and protects us.
It was a real encouragement to the people.
During the closing prayer, it started thundering. Dr. Hail said, “we’ve got to get going immediately!” A heavy
rain caught us on the way home. We kept sliding into ruts, which were full and running with water. We got
stuck in mud twice. Praise God we finally managed to make it home.”
May 15: John will be leaving for Ethiopia for a month. He hopes to begin putting up brick walls and windows
for the Bokoi Church. Ulrike will be returning to Germany after more than 15 years of service in
Ethiopia. Thank you, Ulrike!! Guests from Frontier Fellowship and Grove City will be visiting.
God Still Has Mercy! Several years ago, after a rash of killings, and in the middle of a severe drought, a Suri
elder prayed, “Lord, if you still have mercy on the Suri people, please send rain.” The next day we showed the
Jesus Film. Just as the crucifixion was being shown, the rain began to pour down on the tin roof. God was
clearly saying, “I STILL HAVE MERCY!!” From the above letter, the thunder and the rain God declared again, “I
STILL HAVE MERCY FOR THE SURI BAALE!!”
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Together in His Service, The Haspels

Ulrike’s young women’s literacy class Wycliffe Trans. Mike Bryant, Ulrike, Suri literacy
With Gideon New Testaments John, Mattios, and Dr. Haili

MISSION &

Imagine the wind blowing in and it’s blowing a promise for us. What is the promise? It’s
the same promises made in the early church - that the gifts of the Holy Spirit will be
poured out on us. And that our sons and daughters will prophesy. It is Pentecost
coming with wind and flame. May 20 is the day of our Pentecost offering. We ask that
you give at this very special time to support the youth of the church. 40% of the
amount given stays within our congregation for us to use as we wish for the youth. The
remaining 60% is used for ministries of the Presbyterian Mission agencies like Young
Adult Volunteers, Children at Risk and Ministries for Youth. We thank you in advance
for your generous donations.
— Becky Bane, Mission & Outreach Committee Chair
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MAY
BIRTHDAYS
2 ······················································································································ Darcie White
4 ······················································································································ Cathy Aronson
······················································································································ Meagan Thorne
6 ······················································································································ Virginia Watson
11 ······················································································································ Theresa Talbert
21 ······················································································································ Ryan Marie Beadel
22 ······················································································································ Richard Bane
23 ······················································································································ Ian Bain
29 ······················································································································ Jaime Heller

MAY
ANNIVERSARIES
19 ········································································································Squeak & Teri White (1984)
24 ········································································································Glen & Kelly Nelson (1986)

PRAY DURING MAY FOR THESE
FAMILIES



Judi DeuPree



Sam & Ana Grozav



Randy & Ann Gudmundson



Marilyn Gwartney



Philip & Mavis Hagan



Judy & Haley Hanson



Criss & Rochelle Heller



Janice Horner
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2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

CBS 9:30 am

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Worship
10:30am

Worship
10:30am

Worship
10:30am

Worship
10:30am

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

CBS 9:30 am

CBS 9:30 am
Loving Needles
6:30pm

CBS 9:30 am

CBS 9:30 am

Session 10am

Adult Bible Study
meets Sunday morning
at 9:30 am

4th Saturday of each month,
Women’s breakfast,
Original Pancake House,
Norco, 8am
Loving Needles, 9:30am

Women’s
breakfast &
Loving
Needles

Last Sunday of each
month is Food
Donation Sunday.

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Our Church Staff
Pastor (Transitional) ........... Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant .... Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist....................... Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Church Treasurer ............... Terrie Burbank
Bookkeeper ........................ Teri White

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30AM Adult Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
Sunday School (nursery care
available)
First Press deadline – 22nd
of every month
Editor reserves the right
to edit for content &
space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

