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Pastor's Ponderings

A very special Lent and Easter season is approaching. We
begin on the First Sunday of Lent with a special Lenten
Bible study at 9:30 and worship led by Elder Becky
Millhollin and the Rev. Rob Stewart. (see the article by
Becky on P. 3) The Session was introduced to Vital
Congregations Initiative at its retreat on Saturday, Feb. 8.
Now we will begin the process at Corona.

While we are developing ways to do that, we will continue
to show “movies with a message” on Thursdays at 10 AM.
The Lenten list is on P. 2. Beginning with “It’s a Beautiful
Day in the Neighborhood” these are all very thought
provoking and/or inspirational films.

Finally, the sermons for Lent will be a series using the
Psalms from the lectionary readings. I hope that “Songs
I particularly appreciate the scripture chosen for the first for our Lenten Journey” will be a helpful way of adding
lesson of the Bible Study:...they committed themselves to some energy and rhythm to the season.
the teaching of the apostles, the koinonia, the common
Grace and Peace,
meal, and the prayers. Acts 2:42 I usually do not try to
translate “koinonia” as one word.
Henry DeGraaff

Koinonia is a concept rooted in the early church. It is
usually translated rather weakly as “fellowship”. It
describes an attitude of the early followers in Acts 2:42-47
and with a strong sense of duty to society. A dynamic
equivalent would be “they saw themselves as fully
invested partners in the enterprise of following Jesus.”
Koinonia is also used frequently in the New Testament to
describe the vital importance for being partners in prayer.
We, as members of the Corona congregation and the
Presbytery of Riverside, must see ourselves as partners in
improving the vitality and future of the ministry and
mission of Jesus.
To me, the idea of breaking bread together is critically
important for our day. In reading the gospels we find Jesus
frequently sharing a meal or on the way to or from a meal.
Today it is increasingly rare that families share meals and
together. The world around us has been continuously
devaluing interpersonal contact. Digital media have
changed the way we communicate. They accelerate deep
fractures in denominations and reinforce divisions in the
political landscape. Now, more than ever, we need to find
more time to sit down together and eat.
We may need to find new (old) ways to gather for “meal centered” worship at times – perhaps Thursday nights –
when all ages can eat, sing, study, and pray together.
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Movies with a Message for our Lenten Journey
Movie at 10 AM - followed by bring your own lunch and discussion of the movie
February 27

Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood

Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness will find life and honor. Proverbs 21:21
March 5

Little Women

Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one
another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another whatever gift
each of you has received. 1 Peter 4:8-10
March 12

The Two Popes

Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid for I am God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold
you... Isaiah 41:10
March 19

Dark Waters

Those who hide their plans from the Lord are doomed! They try out their schemes in secret and think no one will
see them or what they are doing. They turn everything upside down.
Isaiah 29:15-16a
March 26

The Public

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me.
Matthew 25:35
April 2

The Long Walk Home

Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. Matthew 10: 38-39
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Mike Jager’s correct email address is:

jager.ma42@gmail.com

Please add the following three people to the
birthday list for August 18:
Alison Osborne
Anne Purcell
Marjory Welch

Newsletter article for March
Becky Millhollin - Parish Associate for Arts & Spirituality
March is bringing new and renewed events to FPCC. On Sunday, March 1 , I will be leading a
Lenten study on the seven Marks of a Vital Congregation at 9:30 am. We will start by looking at
what it means to be a disciple, especially as it relates to Acts 2: 42 - 47. In the following weeks,
we will cover topics that include caring relationships in church, hospitality & evangelism, as
well as exploring what is meaningful worship. Every week will include conversation about how
those topics relate to us personally and to our congregation. The series will conclude April 12,
Easter Sunday.
st

The renewed event will be something I’m also excited about – the restart of Sacred Space on
Sunday, March 8. We have been on hiatus and have decided to try a new day & format. We will
be meeting at 9:00am before Adult Ed in Classroom 3 for 30 minutes of prayer. There will be one
meeting per month, on the second Sunday of each month. It is my hope that this will offer people
a time to prepare their hearts for education and worship. I will be leading us through the 30
minutes in a time of silence and spoken prayer. And, of course, because I’m Becky, I will have an
art component for us to reflect upon, as well as some very interesting candles to light! Please
join us!
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GENERAL FUND

January 31, 2020

Year to Date Totals

Income

7,830.31

7,830.31

Expenses

8,008.08

8,008.08

Net Income

-177.77

-177.77

DEACONS FUND

January 31, 2020

Year to Date Totals

Income

155.00

155.00

Expenses

72.59

72.59

Net Income

82.41

GENERAL FUND

February 29, 2020

82.41

Year to Date Totals

Income

8,955.31

16,785.62

Expenses

7,809.11

15,817.19

Net Income

1,146.20

968.43

DEACONS FUND
Income
Expenses
Net Income

February 29, 2020

Year to Date Totals

480.00

635.00

87.33

163.84

392.67

471.16
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From your session …..
At our February meeting:


Henry met with pastors of two other Corona churches to discuss common problems.



Received the full financial review (audit) of all church accounts.



We have a fallen tree at the back of the church property. Will ask Tony Sanchez to
remove it.



Becky Millhollin will research the cost, etc. of creating a labyrinth on the space in front
of the church.



Voted to approve Sue Bain, Henry DeGraaff, and Becky Millhollin as teachers in the
Christian education program of the church.



Suggest creating a brief video that can be sent as a welcome to new people.



Sacred Space will meet at 9 a.m. on the second Sunday of each month, beginning
March 8.

Save the Date
For the past several years we have had a Seder dinner on Maundy Thursday, and we will do so again
this year. Since Easter is early in April, we wanted to give you a heads up regarding the date of the
dinner. It will be on Maundy Thursday, April 9, at 6 p.m. More details will follow in the April
newsletter.

2019 Seder
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MARCH
BIRTHDAYS
4·············································································································· John Nyeango
6·············································································································· Egbe Ndipagbor

MARCH
ANNIVERSARIES
None

PRAY DURING MARCH
FOR THESE FAMILIES

Ty & Elizabeth Talbert
Marcia Twitchel
George Usongo
Solomon Aborbie
Cathy Aronson
Lillian Atia
Susan Bain
Richard Bane
Rudy & Terrie Burbank
Henry & Joyce DeGraaff
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March 2020
Sun

1

Mon

2

Worship
10:30am

8

9

16

Worship
10:30am

10

17

23

24
CBS 9:30am

30

Thu

5

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21Women’s

Movies with a
message 10am

11

12
Movies with a
message 10am

18

CBS 9:30am,
Loving
Needles
6:30pm

Worship
10:30am,
Session 12pm

29

4

CBS 9:30am

Worship
10:30am

22

3

Wed

CBS 9:30am

Worship
10:30am,
Deacons
12pm

15

Tue

19
Movies with a
message 10am

25

26

breakfast,
Loving
Needles-Note
date change
this month
only

27

Movies with a
message 10am

31
CBS 9:30am

Adult Bible
Study Sunday
at 9:30am

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

4th Saturday of each
month, Women’s
breakfast, Original
Pancake House, Norco,
8am
Loving Needles, 9:45am

Sacred Space
2nd Sunday of
month at
9:00am

Last Sunday of
each month is
Food Donation
Sunday.
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MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Our Church Staff

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk
Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White
Parish Associate for
the Arts & Spirituality _______________ Becky Millhollin
Director of Social Media _______________ Sue Bain

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30AM Adult Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
Sunday School (nursery care
available)
First Press deadline – 22nd
of every month
Editor reserves the right to
edit for content & space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

