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Pastor's Ponderings 

As we began the season of lent, I suggested (as I usually do) that 
instead of giving something up, we consider taking Lenten 
journeys into the wilderness of our hearts and souls to gain focus 
on our journeys of faith. I suggested reading some of the works of 
Henri Nouwen. OK. He has great stuff to offer. Then, last Sunday, I 
decide to focus on what we might learn from Abraham and Sarah 
– two less than perfect people whom God chose to be our 
ancestors in faith. 

Into this 40 days there arose again another issue – gun violence. 

We prayed for the victims and for wisdom for our elected leaders. 

And last night (March 26) Dean Thompson, president emeritus of 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary and new resident at Monte Vista 
Grove Homes made a presentation entitled "Why Reinhold 
Niebuhr matters now." 

Reinhold and his brother, Richard, were two voices that urged 
20th century Christians to take responsibility for social change. 
Those voices echo the wilderness today. How can we respond to 
and treat this virus of violence that afflicts us? 

Will we be reaching toward the Peaceable Kingdom of God if we 
treat the mentally ill more effectively, tighten up what gun control 
measures that are currently in place, and doing  more effective 
jobs of bringing young people into a religious culture that teaches 
the values of love and respect. 

That would be a great goal that will likely not be achieved in my 
lifetime. Yet, we are all called to do what we do to the best of our 
ability and to "learn to do good, seek justice, correct oppression, 
bring justice to the fatherless, and plead the widow's 
cause" (Isaiah 1:17) Martin Luther King Jr. said "if it is your lot to 
be a street sweeper, sweep the streets like Michelangelo painted 
pictures, like Shakespeare wrote poetry, like Beethoven 
composed music. One should sweep streets so well that that the 
host of heaven and earth would pause to say 'here lives a great 
street sweeper who did the job well'" 

Others would add while we are called to bind up the wounds of 
those the wheel has crushed, we must also stop the wheel. 
Wheree there is any way we can be wheel stoppers, we need to 
do so. I look at the great Biblical heroes of faith and notice that 
what they began was not concluded in their life-times. 

Dean Thompson shared this from Niebuhr: 

“Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime; 
therefore we must be saved by hope.  

Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete sense 
in any immediate context of history; therefore we must be saved 
by faith.  
 
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; 
therefore we must be saved by love.  
 
No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the standpoint of our 
friend or foe as it is from our standpoint. Therefore we must be 
saved by the final form of love which is forgiveness.”  

 
― Reinhold Niebuhr, The Irony of American History 

He also reminded us of the prayer that Niebuhr composed for 
American troops during WWII. 

“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know 
the difference.”  

 
― Reinhold Niebuhr 

We all recognize the serenity prayer. We also need to recognize 
with Niebuhr that while there is great the corruption in culture, 
we can be optimistic and hopeful about the possibility of cultural 
renewal. Culture is perceived critically as perverted good, but not 
as inherently evil. Conversion makes it possible for human beings 
and culture to move from self-centeredness to Christ-
centeredness. Niebuhr claims Augustine and John Calvin among 
others as examples. 

We have been working on that checks and balances thing that 
Calvin instituted for 500 years. I pray we make some progress in 
making it work. 

Henry 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/31146.Reinhold_Niebuhr
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/781014
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/31146.Reinhold_Niebuhr
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GENERAL FUND  February 28, 2018 Year to Date Totals  

Income  8,248.24 16,385.04 

Expenses  7,175.98 14,707.00 

Net Income  1,072.26 1,678.04 

DEACONS FUND  February 28, 2018 Year to Date Totals  

Income  165.00 520.52 

Expenses  144.30 292.25 

Net Income  20.70 228.27 

From your session ….. 
 
At our stated meeting in February: 
 

 Voted to remove 2 people from the membership roll. 

 The low pressure water problem in the kitchen has been solved. 

 Suggested mission projects for the future are: Christmas Shoppe, Alternative Christmas, 
Teen Challenge. 

 Salaries of all church personnel will be reviewed in the fall before the 2019 budget is set. 

 FPC will host the meeting of Riverside Presbytery on March 24. Volunteers are needed to 
help in various ways. 

 Voted to approve a portrait project to be done by Elder Becky Bane. More information will be 
available later. 
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Food for Thought- Lenten Series 

Offered at no charge to the community every Thursday From February 15 thru 

March 22 

By the First Presbyterian Church of Corona  -  950 W. Ontario Avenue 

10:30 AM program presentation, Q&A, followed by luncheon - (donations 

appreciated for the meal) 

Please call the church office by noon on Tuesday  

to reserve a place for lunch – 951 734 1920 

 

February 15—G Dog 

A look at Father Greg Boyle and the Homeboys   

 

February 22—The Falcon family 

Instrumental and vocal music 

 

March 1—Movies with a Message 

Lessons from Hollywood about prejudice and life-giving sacrifice 

 

March 8—Getting to Heaven with the Hutterites 

Insights into the religious history and practices of a thriving communal system with a 

history dating 500 years back to the Reformation. Dr. Rachel Mathieu, anthropologist. 

 

March 15—Movies with a Message 

More lessons from Hollywood about prejudice and life-giving sacrifice. 

 

March 22—Babette's Feast 

What would you do if you won the lottery? 

 

March 29 (Maundy Thursday) An Experience of the Seder  

at 6:00 – 8:30 in the evening. 

Experience the foods and lessons of this ancient Jewish celebration of remembrance 

of the Exodus and the ways in which Christian traditions build upon the sacred meal. 
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Children’s Message on February 11 - after placing stoles on each of the children, Pastor Henry challenged 
them to preach a sermon.  

 

Food for Thought - February 22 - The Falcon Family, plus a few “ringers”, brought us a program 
of praise music. 
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Holy Week Services 
 
Easter will soon be here. Palm Sunday, March 25, marks the beginning of Holy Week, with worship at 
10:30. 
 
We invite you to join us on Maundy Thursday, March 29, at 6:30 pm. We will celebrate the Passover in a 
manner similar to the way it was celebrated in Jesus’ time by sharing together in a Seder dinner. Pastor 
Henry will cook the meal and reservations are needed so he knows how much food to prepare. We have 
dishes available, but each person/family may bring their own plates, silverware, glasses, etc. if they wish. 
 
And finally, on Easter Sunday, April 1, we will rejoice together at our 10:30 worship service as we 
celebrate the resurrection of our Savior. Plan to be with us to celebrate the joyous news of Christ’s 
resurrection. 

Presbytery Meeting 

 

On Saturday, March 24, our church will have the honor of hosting a meeting of Riverside Presbytery. 
Volunteers will be needed that day to direct traffic into the parking lot, collect money for lunch tickets, 
help in the kitchen, clean up after the meeting, etc. If you are able to help out, please let Pastor Henry or 
Marilyn know. 
 

Although only commissioners may vote on various issues, Presbytery meetings are open. So if you are 
interested in seeing what transpires in a typical meeting, you are invited to come and share all or part of 
the day with us. 
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MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

 
 4 ··································································································· John Nyeango 
 6 ··································································································· Egbe Ndipagbor 
 13 ··································································································· Cory White 

 Rita Riola & family 

 Lynn Rodisch & family 

 Mike Say & family 

 Bonnie Smith & family 

 Ty & Elizabeth Talbert & family 

 Sylvia Thorne & family 

 Marcia Twitchel & family 

 Virginia Watson & family 

MARCH PRAYER FAMILIES 

MARCH 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
16  ·································································· Randy & Ann Gudmundson (1985) 



 

 

Vietnamese Church 

every Sunday at 

1:30pm 

Last Sunday of each 

month is Food 

Donation Sunday. 

Adult Bible Study 

meets Sunday morning 

at 9:30 am 

4
th

 Saturday of each month, 

Women’s breakfast, 

Original Pancake House, 

Norco, 8am 

Loving Needles, 9:30am 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
Worship 

10:30am 

5 6 
 

 

CBS 9:30am 

7 8 
10:30 AM 

9 10 

11 
 

 

Worship 

10:30am 

12 13 
 

CBS 9:30am 

14 15 
10:30 AM 

 

Session 

1:00PM 

16 17 
 

Women’s 

breakfast, 

Loving Needles 

18 
Worship 

10:30am 

19 20 
CBS 9:30am, 

Loving 

Needles 

6:30pm 

21 22 
 

10:30 AM 

23 24 
Presbytery 

meeting 9:15 AM 

at FPC 

25 
 

 

 

Worship 

10:30am 

26 27 28 29 
Maundy 

Thursday 

Seder 6:00pm 

30 31 

March 2018 



 

 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 

www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP, 

DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP, 

MINISTRY AND MISSION 

Our Church Staff 

Pastor (Transitional) ........... Henry DeGraaff 

Administrative Assistant .... Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist ....................... Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer ............... Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper ........................ Teri White 
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Phone: 951-734-1920 

E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 

Pastor: 626-808-7472 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:30AM Adult Sunday School  

10:30AM Worship Service 
Sunday School (nursery care 

available) 
First Press deadline – 22nd 

of every month 
Editor reserves the right 

to edit for content & 
space 


