
 

 

June 7, 2020 

We have chosen to follow Jesus' commandment to care for our neighbor, especially our most vulnerable 

neighbors (Matthew 22: 37-40), during the coronavirus/COVID19 pandemic. While we are not gathering at the 

church building, we have chosen to see this as a time for us to try new ways to worship, learn, pray, and stay 

connected ...after all, God is always doing new things (Isaiah 43:1-19)!  

In these difficult times, we are committed to continuing to find ways to be the church.  

Don't hesitate to be in touch if you need something, especially help...getting groceries or medicine, figuring out 

how to do all this online stuff, or just needing to chat. We are here to help! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Henry, the Elders, and Deacons of the First Presbyterian Church of Corona 
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In order to open the music, place the cursor on the title, press ctrl and click. That will take you to the 
appropriate YouTube location to open. 

GATHERING SONG   Morning Has Broken 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God speaks! 

God's voice is timpani, thundering across the heavens. God's voice is a whisper, caressing the earth as a 
breath. God's voice is majestic as mountains. God's voice is powerful, causing the earth to quake. God speaks 
and new life springs forth.  

God speaks, and wounds are healed. God speaks, and fears subside. The Lord God Almighty speaks to us. We 
know the voice of our creator and shepherd. 
 

Let us respond to God's voice with faith and obedience. 

HYMN     I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

PRAYER 

Receive us, O God. Again, we gather. Again, we sing. Again, we read, and hear and pray. We do these things 
again and again because we believe God is in them. We believe You desire our worship. We believe You want 
to speak to us. So, as we come together again, let us do so with great expectation. Let us lay aside what we 
think we know and open ourselves up to the miraculous. Let us worship again knowing that You who love us, 
who redeem us, and will one day return to us. Amen 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again 
and again. Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Source of all life, we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are not 
good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the 
church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, 
willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and empower our lives in the world. Our sins are 
forgiven, God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God’s people, who will always be made new in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=we-n-Zmglt0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeSoE1Kmmv0
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SCRIPTURES 

GENESIS 1 Heaven and Earth 
1-2 First this: God created the Heavens and Earth—all you see, all you don’t see. Earth was a soup of 
nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. God’s Spirit brooded like a bird above the watery 
abyss. 

3-5 God spoke: “Light!” 

        And light appeared. 
    God saw that light was good 

        and separated light from dark. 
    God named the light Day, 
        he named the dark Night. 
    It was evening, it was morning—     Day One. 

PSALM 8 

Divine Majesty and Human Dignity 
1 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 
    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
    the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
    mortals[a] that you care for them? 

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 
    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 
    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9 O Lord, our Sovereign, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

HYMN   All Creatures of our God and King 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%208&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14017a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3gO6qDLNA
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SERMON 

Confusion makes us crazy.  

Can God pull order from disorder? 

Are we feeling that our lives are is in a state pure chaos? In a condition of complete confusion? Disordered 
and random and disjointed, sort of like the state of the universe before Creation? 

Eugene Peterson's translation of Genesis 1 agrees with the lessons I learned when taking Hebrew in 
seminary.  In the beginning, God. The first words of Genesis are a simple statement that before there was 
any creating, there was God. God was the force that brooded over the formless void and brought the 
heavens and the earth into being. God spoke. And there was light. 

What is the God of creation calling us to do in the current chaos? It feels as if we are living in the movie 
Jurassic Park. The scientist has warned that chaos theory assures us that something will go wrong 
…....        and it has.  How can we fix it? 

We cannot fix it if we don’t face it. 

Last week, there was a Zoom meeting on the Vital Congregations Initiative (attended by Becky Millhollin) 
Diane Moffat, executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, reminded the participants: 

The killings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, recent attacks and ridicule of people of Asian descent 
during the pandemic , the demonstrations, the riots, and many other horrifying examples all point out why 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) must be a Matthew 25 church, even as the coronavirus keeps many 
Christians from worshiping and doing ministry in person. 

All that terror has laid bare what has always been there.  

“We are a people of hope,” she said during a question-and-answer session that concluded the hour-long 
webinar. “We grieve. We go through the valley, but we don’t camp there. We have a good cry to honor the 
past, and then we turn through the future.” 

“I have five grandkids. I feel that grief” of separation during the pandemic, she said, “but I balance it with 
the hope that is ours.” 

Asked about how God may be acting during and after the pandemic, Moffett said it’s her theology that 
“God works in the middle of suffering, but God didn’t cause the suffering. I think God is showing us we are 
all God’s creatures and are all interconnected. All are worthy of dignity and respect. I am an Easter Christian 
… and if I were not a person of hope, I might as well be the walking dead.” 

Moffett said she believes God is “using the pandemic to speak to the church, to let it know it’s a beautiful 
thing to come together, but not necessarily through formal worship in a beautiful building. By virtue of our 
baptism, we are all called to share this good news, to live it out, to be love with skin on it … We are social 
creatures, and that’s why this is so hard. Our bodies look for other bodies to connect with, and when we 
can’t, we get drained.” 

“God will work this out for those who love God and are called according to God’s purpose. I know that’s 
hard to hear, and yet that’s where my head is.” 

Throughout the session, some of the 60 or so participants weighed in through use of a chat room. One 
noted Phyllis Tickle’s observation in “The Great Emergence” that every 500 years the church holds a 
“rummage sale,” discarding ideas and practices that no longer work. “We are overdue,” this participant 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/minneapolis-police-george-floyd-died-officer-kneeling-neck-arrest/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/28/breonna-taylor-death-whos-investigating-louisville-police-shooting/5272499002/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/13/covid-19-fueling-anti-asian-racism-and-xenophobia-worldwide
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/13/covid-19-fueling-anti-asian-racism-and-xenophobia-worldwide
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A28&version=NRSV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YRtQM5lO0aw
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Emergence-How-Christianity-Changing-ebook/dp/B008PRGPS6
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wrote, “and I think the pandemic is forcing us to return to our roots and radically reform as we become 
the church for a post-pandemic world.” 

“White ideology in the church needs to die,” wrote another. “The PC(USA) must become an anti-racist 
church in order to be a witness to the world around us.” 

“Technology has reinforced that we are all connected as God’s children, and now our communication 
affirms that theology,” wrote a third participant. “This calls for us to have empathy and compassion for 
those who we once could ignore or overlook because they weren’t ‘us.’ It also challenges the place of 
privilege that those who have been a part of the church have felt as their privilege to have the authority 
to shape the church is being transferred to meet the needs of those on the margins.” 

Frederick Buechner wrote: “Because the word that God speaks to us is always an incarnate word -- a 
word spelled out to us not alphabetically, in syllables, but enigmatically, in events, even in books we read 
and the movies we see -- the chances are we will never get it just right. We are so used to hearing what 
we want to hear and remaining deaf to what it would be well for us to hear that it is hard to break the 
habit. But if we keep our hearts and minds open as well as our ears, if we listen with patience and hope, 
if we remember at all deeply and honestly, then I think we come to recognize, beyond all doubt, that, 
however faintly we may hear him, he is indeed speaking to us, and that, however little we may 
understand of it, his word to each of us is both recoverable and precious beyond telling. 
 

And Henri Nouwen adds: “Words, words, words. Our society is full of words: on billboards, on television 
screens, in newspapers and books. Words whispered, shouted and sung. Words that move, dance and 
change in size and color. Words that say, "Taste me, smell me, eat me, drink me, sleep with me," but 
most of all, "buy me." With so many words around us, we quickly say: "Well, they're just words." Thus, 
words have lost much of their power. Still, the word has the power to create. When God speaks, God 
creates. When God says, "Let there be light" (Genesis 1:3), light is. God speaks light. For God, speaking 
and creating are the same. It is this creative power of the word we need to reclaim. What we say is very 
important. When we say, "I love you," and say it from the heart, we can give another person new life, 
new hope, new courage. When we say, "I hate you," we can destroy another person. Let's watch our 
words. 

Fred Craddock, pastor and professor of preaching, tells of meeting a man one day in a restaurant. “You a 
preacher?” the man asked. 

Somewhat embarrassed, Fred said, “Yes.” 

The man pulled a chair up to Fred’s table. “Preacher, I’ll tell you a story. There was once a little boy who 
grew up sad. Life was tough because my mama had me, but she had never been married. Do you know 
how a small Tennessee town treats people like that? Do you know the words they use to name kids that 
don’t have no father? 

“Well, we never went to church, nobody asked us. But for some reason or other, we went to church one 
night when they was having a revival. They had a big, tall preacher, visiting to do the revival, and he was 
dressed all in black. He had a thunderous voice that shook the little church. We sat toward the back, 
Mama and me. Well, that preacher got to preaching, about what I don’t know, stalking up and down the 
aisle of that little church preaching. It was something. 

“After the service, we were slipping out the back door when I felt that big preacher’s hand on my 
shoulder. I was scared. He looked way down at me, looked me in the eye and says: ‘Boy, who’s your 
Daddy?’ 
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“I didn’t have no Daddy, that’s what I told him in a trembling voice. ‘I ain’t got no Daddy.’ 

“‘O yes you do,’ boomed that big preacher, ‘You’re a child of the kingdom, you have been bought with a 
price, you are a child of the King!’ 

“I was never the same after that. Preacher, for God’s sake, preach that.” 

The man pulled his chair away from the table. He extended a hand and introduced himself. Craddock said 
the name rang a bell. He was Fred Hooper, the legendary former governor of the state of Tennessee. 

We are all children of God. Children who grow up in poverty. Children who grow up in royal households. 
Words and attitudes matter. Prince Harry has shared “There is a human cost to this relentless propaganda, 
specifically when it is knowingly false and malicious, and though we have continued to put on a brave face 
— as so many of you can relate to — I cannot begin to describe how painful it has been. … My deepest fear 
is history repeating itself. I’ve seen what happens when someone I love is commoditized to the point that 
they are no longer treated or seen as a real person. I lost my mother and now I watch my wife falling victim 
to the same powerful forces.” 

Let us promise one another and God to live in God’s light and be light that shines in the darkness of sin. 

Amen. 

ASSURANCE  Brief Statement of Faith 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gOQal0trRkE&t=145s
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Please Pray During Week of June 7, 2020 for the families of: 

 Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt 

 Awu Ncha 

Becky’s daughter, Caitlin, needing prayer. Elizabeth Talbert suffered a heart attack; prayers for her and Ty. 
Margaret Jameson’s family—her brother passed away; prayers for his wife. Julio spent 9 days in the hospital with 
infection; home and healing. Marilyn’s friend’s son, Jeff Scofield, dealing with heart condition and severe 
depression. Teri—neighbor George. He has bacteria in his blood and is having a heart valve replacement. Also pray 
for the family of her neighbor Bill who passed away from the Corona Virus. Marilyn—please pray for our friends 
Bob and Judy, who are fighting Corona Virus. Bob is beginning to feel better after two weeks and Judy is just a week 
into it. Terrie - grandson, Daniel, recovering from the Corona Virus; doing much better, grateful for all the prayers. 
Continued prayers for Rochelle; joy she shows no sign of the Corona Virus.  

Continuing Prayers 

Prayers for our country and elected ones. All people, law enforcement & civilians, affected by current violence in 
this country. Lynn Rodisch - healing. Pete - healing. Kofi - prayer. Loren Nelson - continued prayer. 

Joys & Concerns 

if you have a prayer request or joy to share, contact any session member, Pastor Henry, the 

prayer chain at mom4tc@sbcglobal.net, or judy@fpc-corona.org.  

During this time of being apart, 

remember that your Deacons are 

available if you are in need of help. 

mailto:mom4tc@sbcglobal.net
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HYMN    Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 

BENEDICTION 

Let our lives witness to Christ's love. 
Let our words bring reconciliation. 
Let our thoughts be of peace. 
Let our touch bring healing. 
Let our actions count for justice. 
Let us be signs of hope and beacons of joy. 
Let us go and may God's blessing go with us. 

RESPONSE  Let There Be Peace on Earth  

 

Please view video produced by Becky Milhollin at this time. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRzpM_oiAcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ITXaL2Sk2A
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AN AGAPE MEAL 

While we cannot be together in worship to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we can celebrate an agape meal or 
“love feast” that recalls meals Jesus shared with disciples during his ministry. We may be apart from one 

another, yet we may celebrate a sacramental time at each of our homes as members of the “household of 
God” 

PRAYER   Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored. 

God of earth and heaven, your hungry children feed, 

Your grace be to our spirits given, that true immortal bread. 

Grant us and all the human race in Jesus Christ to prove 

The sweetness of your pardoning grace, the manna of your love. 

HYMN  Come Share the Lord 

SCRIPTURE  The Bread of Life – John 6: 27- 34 
27 “Don’t waste your energy striving for perishable food like that. Work for the food that sticks 
with you, food that nourishes your lasting life, food the Son of Man provides. He and what he 
does are guaranteed by God the Father to last.” 

28 To that they said, “Well, what do we do then to get in on God’s works?” 

29 Jesus said, “Throw your lot in with the One that God has sent. That kind of a commitment 
gets you in on God’s works.” 

30-31 They waffled: “Why don’t you give us a clue about who you are, just a hint of what’s going 
on? When we see what’s up, we’ll commit ourselves. Show us what you can do. Moses fed 
our ancestors with bread in the desert. It says so in the Scriptures: ‘He gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.’” 

32-33 Jesus responded, “The real significance of that Scripture is not that Moses gave you bread 
from heaven but that my Father is right now offering you bread from heaven, the real bread. 
The Bread of God came down out of heaven and is giving life to the world.” 

34 They jumped at that: “Master, give us this bread, now and forever!” 

 

Those gathered may pass a loaf/slice of bread, share a meal, and discuss joys 
concerns or matters of mutual concern. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7VfVlqr3nPE


 

First Presbyterian Church of Corona 950 W. Ontario Ave., Corona 92882 11 

Philippians 2:5-11 

5 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself.  

6 He had equal status with God but didn't think so much of himself that he had to cling to 
the advantages of that status no matter what.  

7 Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the privileges of deity and took on the status 
of a servant, became human!  

8 Having become human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He 
didn't claim special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a 
selfless, obedient death - and the worst kind of death at that: a crucifixion.  

9 Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond anyone or 
anything, ever,  

10 so that all created beings in heaven and on earth - even those long ago dead and buried - 
will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ,  

11 and call out in praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father. 

PRAYER 

God, you loved us so much that we should love one another. No one has ever seen you. Yet, 
as we love one another, we pray that you will live in us and your love will be completed in 
us 

HYMN We are the Church 

 DISMISSAL  The grace and peace of Jesus be with us all 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ughMVTMhCuc

