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Pastor's Ponderings 

Everybody seems obsessed about discernment now: 
discernment about when and how to offer in-person 
worship; about how to balance the needs of an in-person 
and an online congregation; about how to meet the 
physical needs of our neighbors and congregants alike. 
Then, there's the personal ongoing discernment about 
our roles and commitments. Discernment can be a 
hopeful and liberating spiritual process, a means by which 
the Spirit can guide us toward the kind of meaningful life 
found when our calling, our passions, our gifts, our 
commitments and our responsibilities align. 

When we are in the midst of it, though, discernment can 
also be a befuddling, exasperating and all-consuming 
endeavor. I have used the term “intentional incarnational 
focus” in the sermon three weeks in a row. Our 
‘discernment team” has translated such language and is 
preparing a questionnaire to ask about your perceptions. 
It can feel as constraining as it does freeing -- as if the 
world, suddenly expanding with new possibilities, is at the 
same time contracting with newfound focus. 

Are we leaving one type of ministry to begin another? We 
have experienced the death of beloved members and 
others have moved to other parts of the country. We do 
not have announcements of the birth of a child or the 
celebration of a wedding. 

At these junctures, life is prompting us to ask new 
questions about our future and the sustainability of our 
ministry. We are seeking ground that feels both firmer 
and more faithful. 

In a resource from Foundations of Christian Leadership 
they suggest that discernment is really an ongoing inquiry 

in three directions.  

First, we must ask, what do we(I) feel called to do? 
Where do we sense the leading of God in our lives? What 
is the kind of work that feels right and enriching for? 
Where do we find meaning and purpose? Whom do you 
feel called to serve? 

Next, we must ask, what work are we gifted to do? Think 
about our native gifts, as well as the skills and talents that 
we have cultivated along the way. Do you have great 
interpersonal traits like empathy and intuition? Are you 
great at budgeting and analyzing data? Are you a gifted 
communicator who can inspire and inform? What are 
your gifts and talents? 

Finally, what work does the church need to do? It is 
becoming important to understand what the church 
would ask of you. How important is interacting with the 
public? Is preaching or teaching ability important? Is the 
work solitary or team-based by nature? Is it detail-
oriented or big-picture-focused? Is the work creative or 
analytical? 

Once we have a sense of your answers to these three 
questions, then we can look for the overlap between 
them. Ideally, all of us would find a renewed sense of 
calling, our understanding of our gifts and the needs of 
our church. 

These things never quite align perfectly. This lack of 
alignment causes some discontent but can also lead us to 
a place where we are learning and doing new things that 
are eventually rewarding. The difficult exercise of 
reflecting on our calling, our gifts and our church’s needs 
is one we often resist engaging. 
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As good stewards, however, we cannot postpone it. It is 
part of our responsibility. It is part of our faithfulness. We 
must continue to work on alignment of our souls and 
roles. 

Offer again the quote I shared in the Pentecost sermon: 

“Inspiration usually comes during work, rather than 
before it.” 

—Madeleine L’Engle, The Summer of the Great-
Grandmother 

You will be receiving a questionnaire from our 
discernment team. Please do the work of filling it out and 

returning it. May this task be part of the work that 
inspires our future. 

Inspiration 

From your session ….. 
 
We met via Zoom in May: 

 Pastor Henry observed that Zoom has freed up people to have 
more time. 

 We will take a break from Bible study during the summer. 

 Sue has spruced up the Mission bulletin board at church. 

 Sue is posting devotions to our Facebook page. 

 The new video equipment is all set.  We need to have a training 
session on using it. 

 
 



 3 

 

June 2021 Vol. 27, Issue 6 

GENERAL FUND May 31, 2021 Year to Date Totals 

Income 14,106.63 49,326.50 

Expenses 5,726.20 36,394.30 

Net Income 8,380.43 12,932.20 

DEACONS FUND May 31, 2021 Year to Date Totals 

Income 495.00 1,210.00 

Expenses 205.78 784.70 

Net Income 289.22 425.30 

 
 
 
 
 

The Pentecost Offering is one of the 4 special offerings of the PCUSA. A gift to the Pentecost 
Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also to 
address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering is retained by our 
congregation to be used to help make an impact in the lives of young people within our 
community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, and young adults 
through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Even if you are unable to worship with 
us in person, we encourage you to send your Pentecost offering to the church.  
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JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS 

 1 ······································································································ Awu Ncha (Sarah) 

 16 ······································································································ Awu Ncha 

  ······································································································ Ako Ncha 

 17 ······································································································ Teri White 

Virginia Watson 
Marjory Welch 
Squeak & Teri White 
Margie Wilkerson 
Walt & Deneva Williams 
Carolyn Wyser 
Solomon Aborbie  
Cathy Aronson 
Lillian Atia 
Susan Bain 

PRAY DURING JUNE 
FOR THESE FAMILIES 

JUNE 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 6 ...................................................................... Ty & Elizabeth Talbert (1982) 



 

 

Vietnamese Church 

every Sunday at 

1:30pm 

Last Sunday of each 

month is Food 

Donation Sunday. 

Adult Bible Study 

will resume in 

September 

Loving Needles, Tues. 

June 15, 2:00pm  

Sacred Space Th. 

June 10, 17, 24, 

4:00pm via Zoom 

Worship Sunday 

at 10:30am at 

church & via live 

streaming on 

Zoom and/or 

YouTube 

Session 

Sat. June 19, 

10am via Zoom 

June 6 

June 20 

June 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Presbytery 

Sat. June 12, 

10am via Zoom 



 

 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 

www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP, 

DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP, 

MINISTRY AND MISSION 

Our Church Staff 

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff 

Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White 

Parish Associate for  

the Arts & Spirituality _______________ Becky Millhollin 

Director of Social Media  _______________ Sue Bain 
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Phone: 951-734-1920 

E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 

Pastor: 626-808-7472 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
10:30AM Worship Service 

First Press deadline – 4th 

Wednesday of every month 
Editor reserves the right to 

edit for content & space 


