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FIRST PRESS
Pastor's Ponderings
The lectionary readings for Sunday July 4 included 2
Corinthians 12:2-10 where we read beginning at verse 7:

of society,” To him, taking the incarnation seriously
means asking how our faith guides us to address the
“Because of the extravagance of those revelations, and so problems that affect all people. Christians are not
lifeguards, Webber argues, safe and dry on the side of the
I wouldn’t get a big head, I was given the gift of a
water, throwing out flotation devices. Instead, we are
handicap to keep me in constant touch with my
“also swept along by the flooding currents of life” and in
limitations......in fact push me to my knees. No danger
then of walking around high and mighty! At first, I didn’t need of rescue by Christ as much as anyone else in danger
of drowning.
think of it as a gift, and begged God to remove it. Three
We would do well to ask ourselves if we have a thorn in
times I did that, and then he told me,
the flesh to keep us from exalting ourselves above others.
My grace is enough; it’s all you need.
Once we’ve identified it, we may have a better
My strength comes into its own in your weakness.
understanding of our own power and weakness, and of
Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit
the opportunities we have to receive power from Christ to
focusing on the handicap and began appreciating the gift. confront difficulties in the world.
It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my
weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, and with good Joyce and I decided to take a vacation up to Washington
cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—abuse, and Oregon. We thought that we would see some old
friends, visit some favorite places along the Columbia
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take
River, have dinner at a seafood restaurant overlooking the
over! And so, the weaker I get, the stronger I
river.......What we experienced was an all-time record
become.” (The Message)
heat wave. Our friends from Bellingham, Washington,
Celeste Kennel-Shank labels this passage as classic Paul.
who have never had air conditioning in their home, had to
He fully displays the qualities that make him admirable or escape to a hotel. We were certainly aware of our
annoying, or both at the same time. She writes:
limitations. We were in this crisis together with the entire
“his meditation on power and weakness is a reminder
pacific northwest.
that however much or little outward power any of us has, “OK, OK” our friends posted on Facebook, “we give,” as
we are still vulnerable. In a society that promotes
they went online to find an air-conditioned room. We
independence and individualism, many of us find it easier decided to return home, drove past four wildfires on the
to care for the needs of others than to have the situation way, and recognize that we are very weak in the face of
reversed. Paul’s thorn in the flesh has taught him that we so many issues that confront us. We need each other, and
can’t begin healing until we recognize our afflictions. We with one another, need power from Christ to face our
can’t be made whole until we recognize we are in pieces. challenges.
We can’t receive power until we recognize our
weakness.”
She quotes George Webber - “Too often, eager Christians
have insisted in the world that they brought to the
situation ready-made answers to the complex problems

Deacons July 4th celebration
will take place immediately after worship on
July 4th. Sarah is providing the food; all you
need to bring is your appetite. Please plan to
attend.

From your session …..
We met via Zoom in June:


Approved vacation for Pastor Henry from June 23 to June 30.



Approved Rev. Peter Hintzoglou for pulpit supply on June 27.



Are researching the proper procedures for having potlucks/luncheons at church.



The Transformed Ladies Bible Study is taking a summer break. Will resume
meeting in September.



PIM approved a $5,000 grant to be used towards beautifying the front of the
church.
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GENERAL FUND

June 30, 2021

Year to Date Totals

Income

4,887.39

54,213.89

Expenses

6,657.46

43,051.76

-1,770.07

11,162.13

Net Income

DEACONS FUND

June 30, 2021

Income

Year to Date Totals

135.00

1,345.00

Expenses

95.16

879.86

Net Income

39.84

465.14

Email From Jennifer Zoni, Diana Wright’s Daughter
Hi Judy,
I hope you are doing well. I wanted to let you know that we will be having my mom's memorial
service on Saturday, October 9 at our church in La Mesa. Foothills United Methodist, 4031 Avocado
Blvd. (Time TBD.)
I had been waiting for things to get back to normal with regards to face coverings. social distancing,
and singing in church. It seems as if we are reaching that point now which is fantastic. However, our
pastor has just left on a three month sabbatical. So that leaves us with October 9 which is actually a
really nice option -- just two days after what would have been my mom's 75th birthday.
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JULY
BIRTHDAYS
1··········································································································· Savanna Williams
··········································································································· Sierra Williams
11··········································································································· Loren Nelson
23 ··········································································································· Qi Liu Nyeango
25··········································································································· Mavis Hagan

JULY
ANNIVERSARIES
17········································································· Mike & Brittany Jager (2009)
········································································· John & Qi Liu Nyeango (1987)

PRAY DURING JULY
FOR THESE FAMILIES

Mike & Brittany Jager
Elaine Lively
Jean Marsh
Don McNeil
Becky Millhollin
Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt
Awu Ncha
Glen & Kelly Nelson
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July 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Worship Sunday
at 10:30am at
church & via live
streaming on
Zoom and/or
YouTube

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

Sacred Space Th.
July 8, 15, 22, 29
4:00pm via Zoom

Adult Bible Study
will resume in
September

July 4

Sat

Session
Sat. July 17,
10am via Zoom

Loving Needles, Tues.
July 20, 2:00pm

Last Sunday of each
month is Food
Donation Sunday.

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Volume 27, Issue 7

Our Church Staff

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk
Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White
Parish Associate for
the Arts & Spirituality _______________ Becky Millhollin
Director of Social Media _______________ Sue Bain

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
10:30AM Worship Service
First Press deadline – 4th
Wednesday of every month
Editor reserves the right to
edit for content & space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

