
Beginning Again With Hope  

Changing to a new year brings the opportunity 
of beginning with one of the three values: Hope. 
The full theology is “Faith, Hope and Love … and 
the greatest of these is Love.” With the old year 
2025 behind us now, a year that held so little 
glimpse of Love in the actions in our nation, we 
turn in earnest to having hope for the future.  

I present to you Rev. Richard Coombs, Dean of 
the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 
Spokane, WA Cathedral, written Summer, 1963, 
on HOPE. 

“When we do turn to the Scriptures, we find 
that HOPE is probably the single dominant 
theme recurring there.  

“But it is a kind of hope vastly different from the 
transparent optimism we so often meet today  It 
has nothing to do with relaxation and peace of 
mind. It has nothing to do with false notions 
that ‘Everything is going to turn out all right,’ 
that ‘God is in His heaven and all’s right with the 
world. ’or that ‘If you think long enough you can 
project it into reality.’ Indeed, the suggestion 
that such pathetic notions have anything to do 
with Christianity or the religion of the Bible has 
turned more intelligent people of our age away 
from the church than we shall ever know.  

“Christian hope rests on no such flimsy closing 
of the eyes to reality. It rests instead on 
evidence thoroughly discernable to the minds 
and hearts of anyone who cares to perceive the 
truths of spiritual things.” (End) 

That being said, what should we rightfully say 
about hope at this present time, when we are 
seeing such drastic, and cruel, changes 
nationwide almost daily? Often a news item that 
hits the hardest is demeaning the color of one’s 

skin. But we are “fearfully and wonderfully 
made” by God. (Psalm 139:14)  

At this time we need to have faith joined with 
our love for the “other” in our world, 
remembering Jesus’ famous story of the rich 
young man with the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?”  

Actually, I do believe we’ve seen a glimmer of 
change recently hinting at hope in a new mood 
in the nation. “Life ain’t fair,” and we do have 
to work hard in moving forward.  

We have just ended Advent, beginning the 12 
days of Christmas, ending with the Epiphany of 
the Magi. These are special days in our faith, 
days reinforcing the familiar, days when we can 
find a renewed and fresh approach in a “pause 
of remembrance,” giving us courage through 
the Holy Spirit, moving forward.  

May the Lord be with you. Pastor Nancy   
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Dear friend, 

As the year draws to a close, many of us find ourselves looking both backward and forward, honoring 

the year that has passed while gently turning toward the one ahead. Here at Ghost Ranch, we’ve spent 

time reflecting on all the wonder that 2025 held: the challenges, the bright moments of connection, 

the growth, and the quiet beauty in between. 

Looking back can feel complicated sometimes. Maybe something didn’t happen the way we planned. 

Maybe something unexpected shifted our course. But when we pause with kindness, we begin to see 

what also arrived this year - learning, resilience, creativity, new friendships, meaningful work, and 

countless moments of wonder beneath these vast New Mexico skies. 

As we step into a new season and a new year, our hope is that you carry forward those bright spots… 

the moments that made you feel grounded, inspired, connected, or simply at peace. And as 2026 

approaches, may you sense that many more moments like them are ahead. 

 

 

 

 

Ghost Ranch in New Mexico is our own PC(USA) 
Camp in New Mexico, just north of Santa Fe, 
operated independently. There are many good 
Camp Class offerings.   
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January 

By Suzanne Underwood 

Rhode Poet Laureate of Arkansas 
 

The taste of the crocus to the rain, 

A January coaxing, their green spears early, 

Another winter pretending spring, 

Fooling a round of robins shivering in the oaks. 

At my kitchen window the sun burns cold 

On my lawn and the ice-bitten leaves strewn 

From Fall might be pages torn from a book, 

Perhaps a sign the living book will answer, 

Where did he go, my lost one? 

My hands that he held wash our silver spoons. 

My hands that wonder if their prayers 

Will find a wing in true wonder. 

 

Offering Envelopes 
 

A reminder that we have boxes of numbered offering envelopes available in the church office. We encourage the use of these 
envelopes as it makes it easier to give you credit for your contributions. You may pick up a box on Sunday mornings or on in the 
church office on Tuesdays between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m. In lieu of the numbered offering envelopes, pew envelopes are also available 
each Sunday. 

If you give by check and are in the habit of giving to more than one fund, i.e. general fund, deacons, special offerings, etc., please 
make out separate checks. These funds go into separate accounts at our bank and individual checks for each fund make it so much 
easier to make out the bank deposits.  

Thanks for your help. 

Marilyn Mittelstadt 
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From your session ….. 
 

From our December meeting: 

 

❖ Session voted to accept the 2026 budget as amended. 

❖ The Women’s Bible Study will resume in February. 

❖ The food we collected for Thanksgiving was delivered to the Salvation Army and Settlement House. 

❖ 50 shoeboxes were filled for Operation Christmas Child. 

❖ Session voted to approve serving communion on the first Sunday of each month in 2026. 

❖ Our leases with the Vietnamese and Clarity churches need to be renewed and approved by the PFIFD committee 

of Presbytery. 

What is Per Capita?  

 

 

Each church in the PC(USA) must pay a yearly per capita to its Presbytery. The majority of these funds stay with the Presbytery to help cover its 

expenses, and the rest is divided between the Synod and the General Assembly for the same purpose. 

The amount of per capita owed for the coming year is determined prior to end of the current calendar year. The amount of per capita assessed 

to each church is based upon a previous year’s membership. For example, the amount of per capita we must pay in 2026 will be based on the 

how many members we reported at the end of 2024. The amount for 2026 has not changed so will be $44 per member. Each member of FPC is 

encouraged to contribute their portion of the per capita to help reduce the amount we must take from our budget. 

If you are using numbered offering envelopes, you will find a per capita envelope at the beginning of the box. Or you may use a pew envelope. 

Please be sure to mark your envelope or check “per capita” so it gets credited to the correct account. 

Being connected is part of being Presbyterian. Thank you for all you do to keep us connected to each other. 
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Congregational Meeting 
 
The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday February 8, immediately following worship. At that time 
we will receive the annual reports of all committees and groups of the church, and any other items of importance to 
the congregation which might be brought up from the floor. One of your privileges as a member of the church is to 
exercise your right to vote at meetings of the congregation. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the annual 
meeting. 

 

New Worship Time!! 
 
A reminder that our worship service will move to an earlier time beginning January 4. Worship for FPC will begin at 
10:00 a.m. The Vietnamese Church will follow us at 12:00 p.m. and Clariity Church at 4:30 p.m. Please mark your 
calendars for this change!! 

 
 
 
 
 
  

GENERAL FUND December 31, 2025 Year to Date Totals 

Income 5,088.00 90,289.43 

Expenses 6,659.14 78,791.80 

Net Income -1,571.14 11,497.63 
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Kathy Shepardson 

Hanafi, Natalia, & Naomi Tanojo 

Silvia Thorne 

Virginia Watson 

Marjory Welch 

Squeak & Teri White 

Cathy Aronson 

Lillian Atia 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
  
15 ........................................... Kimberly Bennett 
31............................................ Nana Aesi Hagan 

PRAY FOR THESE FAMILIES 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

None 
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Clarity Church of Corona 

every Sunday at 4:30 pm 

Worship Sunday at 10:00 am 

at church & via live 

streaming Facebook 

Vietnamese Church every 

Sunday at 12:00 pm 
January 10 
10:00 AM 

January 3 
12:00 PM 

January 4 

 

Will meet again 
in February 



 

 

950 Ontario Avenue, Corona CA 92882 

Our mission is to live out the good 
news of Jesus Christ 
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Guest Pastor  Nancy Richmond 

Administrative Assistant Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper Teri White 

Director of Social Media  Sue Bain 

Our Church Staff 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 
www.facebook.com/coronafirstpresbyterian 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
10:00 AM Worship Service 

First Press deadline – 4th Wednesday of 
every month 

Editor reserves the right to edit for 
content & space 

Phone: 951-734-1920 
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 
Pastor: 951-796-8566 


