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Pastor's Ponderings 

A person I have turned for insight into the meaning of 
Scripture for us today is the late Rev. Dr. Kenneth E. 
Bailey. Ken’s parents, Dr Ewing and Annette Bailey 
spent their lives humbly serving the Lord in Kentucky, 
Egypt, and Ethiopia. The dedication of his parents to 
living and ministering with Middle Eastern peasants 
led him to dedicate his life to ministry in the Middle 
East and to seeking an understanding of the culture in 
which Jesus teaches.  He has helped me understand 
that the parables of Jesus are treasures of wisdom 
masterfully woven in poetic form. They are deep, 
theological, and practical. They have symbols that 
refer to the life of the Middle Eastern listener; press 
the listener to a response. 

What we lack in trying to understand the parables is 
an understanding of Middle Eastern culture. Ken’s 
books – Poet and Peasant and Through Peasant Eyes – 
provide insights that have changed my appreciation 
for and understanding of the parables of Jesus. I have 
been blessed to be able to attend courses taught by 
Dr. Bailey and to be on the teaching staff with him at 
various events. The cultural insights into the situations 
in which the parables were originally shared have 
added a new dimension to my learning about Jesus’ 
teaching. 

By paying attention to the situation and meaning of 
the parables then, we can begin to take the meaning 
and apply it to our situation today. While we may have 
gleaned meaning from casual reading in the today’s 
English, there is so much more available when we can 
understand and examine parables the light of their 
meaning in the time of Jesus.  For instance, in the 
story of the Prodigal son, when the son asked for his 
father’s inheritance, that was equivalent to saying he 
didn’t care if his father lived or died. He just wanted 
his money. Why? Because a son never ever asked for 

an inheritance until after the death of his parent. To 
do so prematurely was to imply he wished his parent’s 
death! 

The majestic beauty and power of Jesus’ living words 
reflected in the light of His truth... and in studying His 
words, we are not left unaffected. Studying with Ken 
Bailey opened my eyes to insights I had never seen 
before and understanding the details of the parables is 
crucial to their meaning. For example, it is important 
to know that the nobleman of ancient Israel did not 
run, but walked at a dignified pace.  Then what does 
this mean when the Prodigal’s father runs to his son? 
Isolation from impure food and people was especially 
crucial for the Pharisees when they sat down to eat. 
How do we consider this when the Pharisee asked 
Jesus to eat with him and provided no means for Jesus 
to wash? A person’s ethnic background could be seen 
through his speech and his clothes. How does this bear 
upon the Good Samaritan parable where the man is 
left unconscious and naked? 

To me, by studying a parable to discern its meaning 
in the days when Jesus taught, we are more apt be 
hearing living words from the mouth of God. 

I hope you will join in this quest as we look at the Parables 
of Jesus every Sunday Morning at 9:30 beginning Sunday 
January 13 – and may our studying together be a blessing 
throughout the new year. 

Grace and Peace, 

Henry 
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GENERAL FUND  December 31, 2018 Year to Date Totals  

Income                  9,370.80                  105,944.78 

Expenses                  8,022.26                  105,015.89 

Net Income                  1,348.54                         928.89 

DEACONS FUND  December 31, 2018 Year to Date Totals  

Income                    505.00                    3,599.41 

Expenses                    481.79                    3,501.33 

Net Income                      23.21                         98.08 

From your session ….. 
 

At our December meeting: 
 Session will hold a retreat, to include training, on Saturday, January 19, at the home of Terrie 

Burbank. The stated meeting for January will follow. 
 We ended the year with 50 active members on our membership roll. 
 Voted to approve a budget for 2019. 
 Voted to raise our monthly loan payment to Riverside Presbytery to $200. 
 By consensus, agreed to give leftover toys from previous Christmas Shoppes to the Salvation Army 

Angel Tree project. 
 The adult Sunday School class will begin a study of the Parables of Jesus Christ on Sunday, January 13. 

 Will try to schedule Teen Challenge to share in worship twice in 2019. 
 Voted to approve communion dates in 2019 for the first Sunday of each month, plus Maundy 

Thursday and Christmas Eve. 
 Presbytery commissioners for 2019 will be Terrie Burbank and Pete Mittelstadt, with Becky Bane 

serving as alternate commissioner. 
 Corporate officers for 2019 will be as follows: 

 President – Anne Purcell 
 Vice President – Becky Bane 

 Secretary – Marilyn Mittelstadt 

 Treasurer – Terrie Burbank 
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Dear friends from many years -- 
Here is our Christmas Greeting to you as we continue to ask for your concern and prayers. Those who normally 
receive our mission newsletter several times a year can expect the next one by email on/about Jan. 1,2019. We are 
glad to let you know of what we thank God for and that we are doing well for our ages. 
 
Yours in Christ's peace, Art and Sue Kinsler. (Tel. 425-354-3018) 

예수님의 탄생의 은총과 기쁨으로. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year! 2019 년 희망찬 새해를 맞이하시길 기도드립니다!  

 

As they think of the birth of Immanuel, Jesus’ birth, and give God glory, Sue and Art Kinsler want to send you their 

Christmas greeting and tell a little of their family and mission outreach. May 20019 be a year of new hope and grace 

for all of us and also for those on the Korean peninsula. Putting up different Christmas lights this year, we continue to 

thank God for our house and the yard that Sue keeps blooming most of the year. Sue and Art visited our youngest, 

daughter Elaine four times in 2018 going to stay in Pasadena and driving to Shepherd small group home in Upland, CA 

to take Elaine a Korean meal and see how she is doing. In good health, she usually attends a nearby day program and 

is getting love and help from the staff at Shepherd Home.  

Our older son, John, lives in Seoul and teaches at Seoul Women's University while doing a lot of study to finish his 

Ph.D. dissertation in English Literature from London University. Ross, our second son, lives in Honolulu where he is 

athletic director at La Pietra middle and high school for girls where daughter Makenna is a sophomore. Rylee (7) and 

Maria complete Ross‘ family. They come to visit us in Washington State about once a year.  

Sue continues her mission outreach for disabled persons in North Korea although this year she cannot visit North 

Korea because of US government restrictions. But she goes to South Korea and Shenyang, China from where she can 

continually send support for schools and the participation of NK disabled in athletics, art, and job training. In January 

2018 Sue accompanied a small team of special athletes and coaches who received training in cross-country skiing and 

qualification to participate in world special athletic competitions by competing in the Oberite World Cup in ski 

competition in Germany. Then they could participate in the PyeongChang Winter Special Olympics supported in part 

by Sue’s Kinsler Foundation. After attending there, Sue says, “After they crossed the 38th Parallel on land to compete 

it was like a new history for peace on the Korean peninsula was being written.”  

In 2018 Art did not visit Korea but was well taken care of by Sue’s family members living near our home in Bothell, 

WA; for example her youngest brother, Yong-Hyup Shin, sometimes drives me to the hospital in downtown Seattle 

when Sue is out of the US and her other brother and sister and their families often invite me for a meal or phone to 

check on me. Of course, Art gets to take care of English correspondence for Kinsler mission work.  

Since moving to Bothell in 2011 Sue and Art have been attending Hyungjae Presbyterian Church (Community Church 

of Seattle) and the elders and wives in our “Soon Meeting” small group are closest friends often attending Saturday 

early morning prayers and then having breakfast together. The senior pastor, James Joon Kwon, is a friend we knew 

for a few years in Seoul. The church has grown to about 3,500 and has diverse programs.  

As we look forward to the year 2019 we are grateful for friends who support our mission outreach through the Kinsler 

Foundation with prayer and there are signs that new opportunities and partners will join the work of helping those 

with disabilities in North Korea in the coming year. ! !  

 

“God bless you, every one!” Art and Sue Kinsler 15703 36th DR SE, Bothell, WA 98012  
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Prayer for mercy & forgiveness                                                               Baba any kagaraye                                        Service of worship & praise 
                    B O M A  B U L L E T I N 
                                                         Nov.  Dec.  2018 
DON’T BE AFRAID….You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  
Gen. 50:19-20 
Dear friends, 
The Bad News:  On the 26th of Nov. we received the following ‘Bad News’ email from Mike Bryant: “I don’t mean to ruin your day but I just 
heard that Endashaw was shot coming back from Kibbish on his motorcycle.  It’s just a first report so I am praying that he is OK but I don’t 
know.”   
 
The ‘Bad News’ was later confirmed.  Endashaw was stopped, robbed, and then shot.  He was found alive, lying on the road, and rushed to 
the Kibbish Health Center where he died.  
 
Endashaw:  For more than 17 years Endashaw has been serving the Suri people, first as a government school teacher and then with the Suri 
Literacy Project.  He recently took over the Project from Ulrike Beyer as the Project Manager for the next three-year phase.  This phase of the 
project was to be Church Based using recently translated portions of the New Testament for instruction.  Endashaw was also one of the 
Tulegit Church elders and was a gifted musician.  He was married with two children and the third was on the way. 
   

The Good News:  As Endashaw was being held & comforted at the Health Center by two Suri nurses, his last words were: “You Suri are my 

children and I love you.  Baba Father forgive them for they didn’t know what they were doing.” The Good News is Endashaw’s death was not 

in vain, ‘God intended it FOR GOOD to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.’   

We Praise God:  We Praise God for His Great Love for the Suri expressed in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  What is being 

accomplished among the Suri is the saving of many lives.  We praise God for whole families coming to faith in Jesus Christ. 

Baba Forgive Us:  I boarded a plane in  Kansas City on the 28th and was able to be with the Suri in Tulegit for church on Sunday Dec. 1st.  As he 

wept, elder Golynya, who was with Endashaw when he died, cried out to God on behalf of all the Suri, ‘Baba Father Any Kagaraye,’ a cry for 

forgiveness and mercy.  There were many who were weeping as he spoke and prayed. 

Rain Sign of Mercy:  As we sat down to eat our noon meal after church that Sunday, a gentle rain lasting only about five minutes fell on the 

tin roof of our house.  We were all reminded of the prayer prayed by an elder in 2011 after the death of Barlay during a time of drought and 

famine, ‘God if you have mercy on the Suri People, please send rain.”  The next day as we were showing the Jesus Film and right at the 

crucifixion of Jesus, the rain came pouring down on the tin roof of the church, drowning all sound from the film but proclaiming loudly, ‘I 

HAVE MERCY ON THE SURI.’ 

Found Slain on the Road:  Deut. 21:1-13 begins with, ‘If a man is found slain..in the land,’ and then the passage continues with what needs to 

be done to purge the land and atone for the sin of innocent blood being shed.  Using this passage from the Old Testament as our model, we 

took elders from the Tulegit church to the sight where Endashaw was found slain on the road.   
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Endashaw (left) Ulrike (right) & Suri 
teachers 

Endashaw and Barkoi teaching 

We first covered the blood stain on the ground with dirt and then instead of a heifer, a cross was planted in the ground at the place 

Endashaw was slain.  Each person then washed their hands over the cross and prayed, ‘do not hold your people guilty of the blood 

of an innocent man.’  Vs. 8.  The promise is that the innocent blood shed will be atoned for and the land purged. ‘THE BLOOD of 

Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.’ 1 John 1:7   Sunday evening it rained lightly again.  God still has mercy on the Suri.   

We realized during the ceremony that the town of Kibish was closer to the murder sight than Tulegit.  So again on Monday, elders 

from the Kibish Churches came and washed their hands over the cross.  Monday night it poured three or four inches of rain.  What 

a miraculous confirmation of God’s mercy and love for the Suri and the cleansing and forgiveness which He gives. 

Off to Germany:  One person grieving all alone in Germany was Ulrike.  She had known and worked closely with Endashaw for 

many years.  I had enough mileage with Ethiopian Airlines for a free round-trip flight to Germany leaving Saturday evening, Dec. 8 

and returning Sunday evening Dec. 9.   

Ulrike met me in Frankfurt and we drove to her home three hours drive away.  I was able to show her video from the Sunday 

service and the washing hands ceremony. The videos and hours of sharing and grieving together brought comfort and hope.  The 

promise of families coming to faith in Jesus Christ brought GREAT JOY.  Our ashes were turned to GARMENTS OF PRAISE.  

One More Testimony:  Because of the way in which all the Suri were demonized after the murder, fear spread like a cancer.  

Schools and clinics were closed and many of the teachers and health workers left their posts in fear. Suri students in Mizan went 

into hiding for fear of being attacked by angry mourners.  

As Dr. Haili and I were having our evening meal, a Suri couple came with their sick baby to the door. They begged Dr. Haili to pray 

for their child.  The baby had not suckled from the breast for two days.  The parents were distraught. They went to the clinic but 

the clinic staff had all left in fear.  Dr. Haili’s simple prayer was that the baby would begin to suck from the mother’s breast.  The 

next morning as we were having breakfast together, the Suri couple came to the door and showed us the baby happily suckling the 

breast.  We shared in the JOY of the parents and thanked God for His goodness.            Together in His Service,  John   
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What is Per Capita? 

 

Per Capita is how we fund our system of governance and interconnection in the PC(USA). The amount of per 
capita is set each year based on the requests of the Office of General Assembly (OGA), the Synod, and the 
Presbytery. The amount per congregation is determined by a previous year’s statistical reports. For example, 
the 2019 per capita is paid on 2017 statistical reports. 
 

The congregation sends the per capita offering to the Presbytery. The Presbytery of Riverside pays per 
capita to the Synod and Office of General Assembly based on the statistical reports of all its congregations 
regardless of if and when congregations pay. 
 

The 2018 Per Capita was $35 per member. The 2019 Per Capita for the Presbytery of Riverside is $36 per 
member. It is payable any time during the year, but it is helpful if it is paid early in the year. If you are using 
numbered envelopes, you will find a special Per Capita envelope in the front of the box. If not, please mark 
your check Per Capita or PCA. Thank you. 
 

Flowers for the Church 

 

Do you have a special occasion you wish to commemorate or perhaps you simply have a mass of 
flowers blooming in your yard? We invite you to bring flowers to decorate our sanctuary on Sunday 
mornings. Sign up on flower chart that is posted on the bulletin board near the church office to 
reserve your special date. 
 

If you are giving flowers for a special occasion and have a dedication you wish to have printed in the 
bulletin, please let Marilyn or Judy know. 
 



 7 

 

January 2019 Vol. 25, Issue 1 

Left to right is Joseph, Elizabeth, Mary, Baby Jesus, 3 Wisemen 

Advent—Epiphany Artistic Presentation created by Becky Bane 
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JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

January 

 12 ······································································································ Spencer Williams 
 14 ······································································································ Caroline Wyser 
 15 ······································································································ Kimberly Bennett 
 16 ······································································································ Danielle White 
 20 ······································································································ Alyssa White 
 31 ······································································································ Nana Aesi Hagan 

Judie Deupree 

Marilyn Gwartney 

Philip & Mavis Hagan 

Judy & Haley Hanson 

Criss & Rochelle Heller 

Janice Horner 

Mike & Brittany Jager 

Margaret Jameson 

PRAY DURING JANUARY FOR 

THESE FAMILIES 

JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

No Anniversaries 



 

 

Vietnamese Church 

every Sunday at 

1:30pm 

Last Sunday of each 

month is Food 

Donation Sunday. 

Adult Bible Study 

9:30 AM 

Resumes Jan. 13 

4
th

 Saturday of each month, 

Women’s breakfast, Original 

Pancake House, Norco, 8am 

Loving Needles, 9:45am 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
 

3 4 5 

6 
Worship 

10:30am 

7 8 
 

CBS 9:30am, 

Deacons 

6:00pm 

9 
Sacred Space 

prayer group 

9:00am 

10 11 12 

13 
Worship 

10:30am 

14 15 
CBS 9:30am, 

Loving 

Needles 

6:30pm 

16 
Sacred Space 

prayer group 

9:00am 

17 18 19 
Session retreat & 

meeting 10am 

20 
Worship 

10:30am 

21 22 

CBS 9:30am 

23 
Sacred Space 

prayer group 

9:00am 

24 25 26 
Women’s 

breakfast, Loving 

Needles 

27 
Worship 

10:30am 

28 29 

CBS 9:30am 

30 
Sacred Space 

prayer group 

9:00am 

31 
Portrait/

Biography 

Project: 

10:00a.m. 

  

January 2019 

Annual congregational meeting 

February 3, 2019 



 

 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 

www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS 

CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP, 

DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP, 

MINISTRY AND MISSION 

Our Church Staff 

Pastor (Transitional) ........... Henry DeGraaff 

Administrative Assistant .... Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist ....................... Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer ............... Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper ........................ Teri White 

January 2019 
Volume 25, Issue 1 

Phone: 951-734-1920 

E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 

Pastor: 626-808-7472 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:30AM Adult Sunday School  

10:30AM Worship Service 
Sunday School (nursery care 

available) 
First Press deadline – 22nd 

of every month 
Editor reserves the right 

to edit for content & 
space 


