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PASTOR'S PONDERINGS 

 
February - A Month of Love?  

February is known as the month of love …. with flowers and 
chocolates. This February I suggest the word “love” has a 
different meaning. 

I love sports – particularly tennis. Keeping score in tennis when 
a point is not made, i.e.: is zero, the word for the score is 
“love.” Currently our country is experiencing a “love” match of 
zero in current events, with clergy and others responding in 
lots of headlines and stories. The state of Minnesota leads the 
nation in this, but it’s not the only state in the news. What is 
happening?  

“US Catholic bishops make urgent pleas to rein in ICE after 
recent deaths.”  

At the President’s inaugural Prayer Service last year in 
Washington, D.C., Episcopalian Bishop Budde asked our new 
President to “have mercy.” Now, the Bishop is in Minneapolis 
with other clergy from throughout the country, again 
requesting the President “to show mercy.” She declared, “In 
our varied and united faith traditions, love of neighbor is not 
optional.”    

“Clergy observe and document the actions of immigration 
enforcement agents, Jan. 22, 2026, in Minneapolis.” “U.S. 
rabbis head to Minneapolis to join protests against ICE raids.”   

“In Minnesota, protestors are practicing Bonhoeffer’s 
‘promising godlessness.’” A protest composed of clergy from all 
over the country, sat quietly in a row at the edge of a sidewalk 
in Minneapolis on January 27, praying and patiently awaiting 
the tap on the shoulder announcing it is their turn to be taken 
into detention, as shown in a news video – following the blatant 
killing of Alex Pritty.  

“Buddhist monks passed through Chatham County (N.C.) on 
Thursday, Jan 22, 2026, as they continued on their Walk for 
Peace.” “The monks started walking in Fort Worth, Texas, and 
will continue until reaching Washington, D.C., to raise 
awareness of peace, loving kindness, and compassion across 
America and the world. The monks hail from Dhammacetiya, a 
Vietnamese Buddhist organization in Fort Worth, Texas. Their 
walk began on Oct. 26 there, and they plan to reach 
Washington, D.C., before Valentine's Day.”  

“As Springfield’s (Ohio) 15,000 Haitians brace for deportations, 
local churches train to resist ICE.” In 2025 the President 
cancelled the protected status of Haitians – to be effective Feb. 
3rd and 4th.  Deportations to begin following that date. (Recall: 
During the lead-up to the national election, false stories of 
Haitians eating the pets of their neighbors, were planted in the 
news.) The total number of Haitians affected in all the states in 
the U.S.A. is 350,000. By the time this newsletter reaches you, 
you may have already read news articles on the subject.    

“Attendees role-play scenarios of interacting with immigration 
agents during a rapid response training organized by G92 at 

Central Christian Church, Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026, in 
Springfield, Ohio.”  

“Calls mount for World Cup boycott.” “Nearly two dozen 
European football association heads (a.k.a. soccer) held 
informal talks in Budapest, Hungary, last week to discuss their 
participation in the World Cup.”    

A veteran coach of several African national teams urged a 
boycott, and a U.N. diplomat and international law expert has 
cancelled his World Cup tickets, fearing for his safety in the 
U.S. amid violent federal immigration crackdowns in 
Minnesota and other cities throughout the United States. ‘ICE 
may decide that I am a gang member and be locked in prison 
for a year with no charges, no hearing, no trial, no right to 
consult a lawyer, no phone call.’” (His statement repeats 
journalists’ reports on the common criticisms of those being 
detained by ICE.)  

“Southland is feeling Minnesota’s angst.” “In a region as vast 
as Southern California, it would be easy to miss the still-
significant presence of immigration operatives at work here.” 
This was a January 29th article on a recently attempted raid at 
a restaurant in San Gabriel Valley.  

Enough, Pastor, enough already!  Yes, difficult news 
continues “unabated.” The majority of my quotations 
appeared in the L. A. Times or in the Religion News Service 
daily online news. I also attend the “Cops and Clergy” monthly 
meetings in Corona, and I am planning to attend the February 
18th breakfast meeting in the Corona Police Headquarters, to 
get a current update locally.  

So, what’s a person to do?  Continue following the Lord’s way 
of life in your relations with family, neighbors, and friends And 
peaceably make your own views known – whether in person 
in mass public demonstrations, or in letters to the newspaper 
editors. Or perhaps also help in funding organizations that are 
working to protect our rights. And when it is time to vote …. 
VOTE and support efforts in getting out the vote.  (I’ve signed 
up to write and mail 200 reminder-to-vote postcards through 
two organizations.)  

But above all, my primary suggestion – you can easily 
guess: Speak to the Lord often each day (and maybe at 
night, too). Tell Him your worries, your needs, your 
asks…so that you strengthen your connection with the 
Holy Spirit. The power of the SPIRIT will give you the 
guidance and strength you need. And, again consider the 
Serenity Prayer….   

“Lord, grant me the Serenity – to ACCEPT what I cannot 
change, to CHANGE the things I can, and the WISDOM to 
know the difference.  Amen.”  

May the Lord be with you,  
 

Pastor Nancy  
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Black History Month 

In 1925, when Dr. Carter G. Woodson planned the inaugural week-long observance of Black history, he could hardly have anticipated 

the imprint he would leave on the world. From Negro History Week to Black History Month, ASALH has carried forth the tradition, and 

the observances have become part of the warp and weft of American culture and increasingly the global community. For our 100th 

theme, the founders of Black History Month urge us to explore the impact and meaning of Black history and life commemorations in 

transforming the status of Black peoples in the modern world.  ASALH announcement. 

February Holidays 

 

Valentine’s Day, also called Saint Valentine’s Day or the Feast of Saint Valentine is celebrated annually on February 14.  It originated as a Christian 

feast day honoring a martyr named Valentine, and through later folk traditions it has also become a significant cultural, religious and commercial 

celebration of romance and love in many regions of the world.  While the European folk traditions connected with Saint Valentine and Saint 

Valentine's Day have become marginalized by modern customs connecting the day with romantic love, there are still some connections with the 

advent of spring. 

 

 

Presidents’ Day is observed annually on the third Monday in February. It is a federal holiday in the United States that was originally established in 

1879 to commemorate the birthday of George Washington, the first President of the United States. Since then, the holiday has evolved to recognize 

all presidents who have served the needs of the country. 

 

 

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

January 14, 2026 

Renee Good was a martyr for her faith, like Martin Luther King, Jr. say the Presbyterians. 

The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA) states Renee Good is a part of a sacred lineage of 

faithful witnesses who have risked and lost their lives in defense of human dignity.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romantic_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring_(season)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(U.S.A.)
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From your session ….. There was no meeting in January 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, 
February 8, immediately following worship. At that time, 
we will receive the annual reports of all committees and 
groups of the church, and any other items of importance to 
the congregation which might be brought up from the floor. 
One of your privileges as a member of the church is to 
exercise your right to vote at meetings of the congregation.  
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend the annual 
congregational meeting. 

Financial reports for January and February will be published 
in the March 2026 Newsletter. 
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Elizabeth Bostian 

Rudy & Terrie Burbank 

Julio Garcia & Delia Martinez-Samojluk 

Mavis & Philip Hagan 

Judy & Haley Hanson 

Jaime Heller 

Elaine Lively 

Pete & Marilyn Mittelstadt 

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
  
  7 ........................................... Rudy Burbank 
 ............................................. Enu Ndipagbor 
24 ........................................... Haley Hanson 
26 ........................................... Naomi Tanojo 

PRAY FOR THESE FAMILIES 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

 

 15 .......................... Hanafi & Natalia Tanojo (1997) 
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Clarity Church of Corona 

every Sunday at 4:30 pm 

Worship Sunday at 10:00 am 

at church & via live 

streaming Facebook 

Vietnamese Church every 

Sunday at 12:00 pm 

February 8 
Time TBA 

Feb. 7,  
12:00 PM 

February 1 

February 28 
10:30 AM 

February 14

 
 February 1 

February 16

 
 February 1 

February 8 
Immediately 
after worship 
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news of Jesus Christ 
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Guest Pastor  Nancy Richmond 

Administrative Assistant Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt 

Accompanist Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk 

Church Treasurer Terrie Burbank 

Bookkeeper Teri White 

Director of Social Media  Sue Bain 

Our Church Staff 

We're on the WEB 
http://www.fpc-corona.org 
www.facebook.com/coronafirstpresbyterian 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
10:00 AM Worship Service 

First Press deadline – 4th Wednesday of 
every month 

Editor reserves the right to edit for 
content & space 

Phone: 951-734-1920 
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org 
Pastor: 951-796-8566 


