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FIRST PRESS
Pastor's Ponderings
The “movie with a message” for April 7 was Martyin
Scorsese's THE LAST TEMPTATION OF JESUS, based on
the work of novelist Nikos Kazantzakis who dared to
explore the implications of the statement in the Epistle
to the Hebrews that Jesus in “every respect has been
tempted as we are”. The church has always affirmed the
humanity of Jesus in its creeds, but few of the faithful
gave the “every respect” much thought. Willem Dafoe’s
man of anguish was too much for some folk, who
condemned the film without seeing it. Strange enough,
the last image we see is a smiling Jesus, relieved to find
himself on the cross — the temptation to marry and raise
children was but a dream. Regardless of what one might
think of the film, none of the other Jesus films have as
many scenes that can generate serious discussions of
theology and ethics as this one.
Yet, we would prefer to jump to the “happy day” rather
than wrestle with realities of life and death
The early 1900s saw the rise of strain of theology
famously caricatured by H. Richard Niebuhr, in the
sentence: “A God without wrath brought men without
sin into a kingdom without judgment through the
ministrations of a Christ without a cross.” Reinhold
Niebuhr joined his brother in disdaining this glib gospel,
especially considering the horrors of WWI and WWII. He
held out hope that individuals could choose selflessness
and justice motivated by love, but he cautioned that
groups of people would always seek their own advantage
to the detriment of others.
Our coping mechanisms have been cited as an important
factor in helping victims of war or disaster adjust to this
dramatically new environment. Coping is defined as
“constantly changing cognitive and behavioral efforts to
manage specific external and internal demands that are
appraised as taxing or exceeding the resources of the
person”. It can take one of two general forms:
emotionally focused (internal emotional states) or

problem-focused (altering the stressor by direct action).
We might think of this theory of coping as a
psychological serenity prayer:
“GOD, grant me the Serenity to accept the things I
cannot change, Courage to change the things I can; and
the Wisdom to know the difference. Living one day at a
time; enjoying one moment at a time; accepting hardship
as the pathway to peace. Taking, as He did, this sinful
world as it is, not as I would have it. Trusting that He will
make all things right if I surrender to His will; and that I
may be reasonable happy in this life, and supremely
happy with Him in the next. Amen.” (Richard Niebuhr)
This year let us remember some of the “little things” that
keep us from knowing the difference between things we
can and cannot change.
Beginning with Palm Sunday we must remember that it is
more truly Passion Sunday. We will sing: “Hosanna, loud
hosanna, the little children sing through pillared court
and temple the joyful anthem rang,” yet the word
hosanna taken from the Psalms means “God save us”
On Maundy Thursday we will gather for a meal based on
the Passover Seder. The meal helps us that we cannot
separate life and death but find ourselves in the tension
between the two. We find ourselves in an impossible
paradox between the two. We will remember the exodus
from Egypt and the new exodus in the death and
resurrection of Jesus who frees us from bondage to sin.
The savior of the world is, after all, the long-awaited
messiah of Israel.
On Easter “Christ is risen” takes on a new depth of
meaning. As long as war and death pervade our lives, we
need every day to be a resurrection day and an
opportunity to be part of making things right.

HOLY WEEK


Palm Sunday, April 10 - There will be a special table of food to share after worship.



Maundy Thursday, April 14 – We will have a traditional meal of lamb and all the symbolic food of
the Seder. We will share a portion of the traditional words and conclude with communion. Bring
your own table setting, wine glasses, etc. The meal will begin at 6:30 and should conclude by 8.
Sign up on Sunday or by calling the church office.



Easter Sunday, April 17 – The glorious celebration of new life and some traditional foods at the
table after worship.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING SPECIAL OFFERINGS
The United Nations estimates up to 18 million people, both internally displaced and refugees, will eventually be
impacted. According to reports from Action by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance, Ukrainians are facing reduced or
disrupted services in water, heating, electricity, transportation and telecommunications. Health services have
deteriorated rapidly due to shortages of medical supplies and personnel. Refugees, mostly women, children, people
with disabilities and the elderly, had to leave their homes and spend days traveling to neighboring countries for safety,
with almost nothing with them. Your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing allow for an immediate response from
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) when emergencies first occur, often responding to crises that never make it into
the news. In this volatile situation, PDA was able to provide urgent funding to trusted, established partners with the
expertise to carry out humanitarian aid. Reformed and Orthodox church partners, like the Community of St. Egidio and
Hungarian Reformed Church Aid, are working closely with local churches and organizations to provide food, water,
clothing, shelter, psychosocial support and other basic items for survival. They are the “boots on the ground,” listening
and responding to the needs of those impacted. To stay informed about the work Presbyterians are doing in and
around Ukraine, visit pcusa.org/pda/ukraine. To learn more about One Great Hour of Sharing and the vital ministries it
supports, visit pcusa.org/oghs. In this season of Lent, pray for our siblings in Ukraine. Pray for peace. And pray that all
of us will remember that we are the Church, together.
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A Little Humor (thanks to Magnolia Presbyterian)
A man was praying to GOD.
"GOD?" he said. There was a clap of thunder and GOD responded,
"Yes?"
"Can I ask you a question?"
"Of course," GOD said, "Go right ahead."
"What is a million years to you?"
"A million years to me is only a second."
"Well then," the man said, "What is a million dollars to you?"
"A million dollars to me is as a penny."
"GOD," the man said, "can I have a penny?"
And GOD said, "sure...just a second."
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From your session
We met via Zoom in March:


Pastor Henry will contact Teen Challenge to schedule them to present a program some Sunday
morning.



Our current Movies with a Message program will continue through April 7.

Financial information will resume in the
May 2022 Newsletter

Sunday worship service is available via livestreaming at:
www.facebook.com/coronafirstpresbyterian
If you missed a Sunday Service, you are able to watch past services on
the Facebook site.
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APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
8 ································································································ Daniel Burbank
································································································ Deneva Williams
11································································································ Don McNeil
22 ································································································ Marilyn Mittelstadt
23 ································································································ Jason Nyeango
29································································································ Kelly Nelson
30 ································································································ Akawkaw Ndipagbor

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES
None

PRAY DURING APRIL
FOR THESE FAMILIES

Lynda Rodisch
Mike Say
Ty & Elizabeth Talbert
Marcia Twitchel
George Usongo
Virginia Watson
Marjory Welch
Squeak & Teri White
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April 3

April 2022
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Worship Sunday
at 10:30am at
church & via live
streaming
Facebook

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

In-person Adult Bible
Study Apr. 3, 10, 17, 24
9:30AM

Movies with a Message
Thursday, Apr. 7
10:00am at the church

April 10

April 14

April 17

Loving Needles, Tues.
Apr. 19, 2:00pm

Session
Sat. Apr. 23,
10am via Zoom

Last Sunday of each
month is Food
Donation Sunday.

Our mission is to live out the
good news of Jesus Christ
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Our Church Staff

Pastor (Transitional) ___________________ Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant _______________ Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist _________________________ Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk
Church Treasurer _____________________ Terrie Burbank

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Bookkeeper __________________________ Teri White
Director of Social Media _______________ Sue Bain

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
10:30AM Worship Service
First Press deadline – 4th
Wednesday of every month
Editor reserves the right to
edit for content & space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

