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Pastor's Ponderings
Easter Season Means new Life and Three ideas for the
Future
1.

Shared Ministry

We have been working on the concept of shared ministry
for more than a year – and we are ready to try some
options.
Shared ministry means that one, two, or more
congregations share the services of one or more pastors.
The congregations remain independent. No mergers are
involved in the concept. The Healthy Pastors and
Congregations Commission of the Presbytery has suggested
that we give it a test run. Therefore, we will. Our Session
and the Session of Bethany Presbyterian Church of Rialto
have agreed to a June and July sharing time of sharing a
pastor. From the second Sunday of June thru the first
Sunday of July, I will be the pastor for both congregations.
From the second Sunday of July thru the fifth Sunday of July,
Andrew Parnell will serve as pastor for both congregations.
In order to do this "test run," Bethany will change its Sunday
schedule to have worship at 9:00. We will change our
worship hour to 11:00. This will allow travel time for the
pastor.
There will also be office hours determined at each location.
After trying out these logistics, the two Sessions will meet
again in August to debrief and evaluate the possibilities for
the future
2.

Portraits and Family stories

Many of us want to feel our good will and good work can
live on, even beyond our lifetime. But what is the best way
to plan for this? When we talk about leaving a legacy for a
spouse, children, and grandchildren, we usually think of
financial gifts. There is another, maybe much more valuable
option, for sharing our good will and good work to live on.
We can tell our story.
Telling one’s story and leaving a legacy has long been part of
religious traditions and passing on history between
generations. Preparing to tell our stories offers a chance to
examine our beliefs and values, especially while passing
through transitions, and leave a life message to future
generations. Elder Becky Bane has researched Ideas about

sharing our story and found exciting ways to facilitate the
process of sharing who we are and what we have
experienced.
And she will add pastel portraits to the experience. While
"sitting for our portraits" we will have an opportunity to
share family photos, anecdotes, and voilá! …. the beginning
of a legacy project that can be shared with family, friends
and future generations.
There are many details to be worked out - and people to be
trained to help us put our portraits, pictures, and words
together. We hope to be ready to have our "legacy helpers"
trained by mid- May.
Curious? Ask Becky or me for more info.
3.

Parking lot, erosion, and decisions about the
building and grounds.

The rain has been a blessing. We need it. It has also given us
a new erosion problem on the east side of the property by
Rite Aid. The curb cut that solved the problem of water
collecting in the parking lot has created an erosion issue
from the lot down to Ontario St. At this point we have
received $5,000 from Rite Aid to repair and seal our parking
lot. We are looking at bids to do this soon. We are also
getting bids for a solution to the erosion problem. The city
of Corona is requiring a "permanent solution." And, as long
as we are at it, we will ask for bids on leveling the property
in front of the church and providing a surface that can be
used for future events. We will keep you informed as things
progress.

And one last piece of news – we have ordered a new
stainless-steel cooktop for the kitchen! It will be installed as
soon as we can schedule it.
Peace,
Henry
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From your session
At our March meetings:
March 15
 Voted to receive Marjory Welch into membership by reaffirmation of faith.
 Our financial balance is positive right now.
 Tony Sanchez (one of Jean Marsh’s gardeners) will take care of the leaves and
weeds in the flower bed.
 The non-working electrical outlets in the sanctuary and hallway have been
repaired or replaced.
 By consensus, agreed to buy a new stovetop for the church kitchen.
 We need to find a permanent solution to the erosion problem on the east side of
our property.
 Adult Bible study will take a break after Palm Sunday and resume on April 15.
 Terrie Burbank will pick up palms to put at bottom of cross on Palm Sunday.
 Voted to move communion from April 1 to April 8.
 Presbytery is meeting here on April 24. Terrie Burbank will pick up two additional
6’ tables.
 Becky Bane is working on plans for the portrait/autobiography project.
March 25
 Voted to receive Anne L. Purcell into membership by reaffirmation of faith.
GENERAL FUND
Income

March 31, 2018

Year to Date Totals

10,463.74

26,848.78

Expenses

6,515.67

21,222.67

Net Income

3,948.07

5,626.11

DEACONS FUND

March 31, 2018

Year to Date Totals

Income

403.00

924.03

Expenses

616.65

908.90

Net Income

-213.65

15.13
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New Adult Bible Study: God Saves a People
Sunday April 8, 15, 22, 29, May 6, 13, 20 at 9:30
We will Trace the saving grace of God from the Exodus, the wanderings, and
the Kingdom's rise and fall, on to God's new act of salvation through Jesus,
into the early church.
•

The Story of the Exodus

•

The Exodus Pattern of Deliverance

•

Israel Saved Again and Again

•

Exile and Deliverance

•

God's New Deliverance in Jesus Christ

•

Deliverance in the Early Church

•

Deliverance For This World

If you wish to read the Kinsler Newsletter from North Korea,
Please let Judy know and she will forward the email to you.

3
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APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
5 ······························································································ Matthew Grozav
8 ······························································································ Daniel Burbank
······························································································ Deneva Williams
11 ······························································································ Don McNeil
14 ······························································································ Criss Heller
15 ······························································································ Rochelle Heller
22 ······························································································ Marilyn Mittelstadt
23 ······························································································ Jason Nyeango
29 ······························································································ Kelly Nelson
30 ······························································································ Akawkaw Ndipagbor

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES
12 ······························································································ Criss & Rochelle Heller (1975)

APRIL PRAYER FAMILIES

THE FAMILIES OF


Squeak & Teri White



Lew & Cory White



Margie Wilkerson



Walt & Deneva Williams



Carolyn Wyser



Cathy Aronson



Susan Bain



Richard & Becky Bane



Ryan Marie Beadel



Rudy & Terrie Burbank
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Sun

1

Mon

2

Worship
10:30am

8

9
16

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

CBS 9:30am
Loving
Needles
6:30pm

23

Worship
10:30am

29

3

Thu

CBS 9:30am

Worship
10:30am

22

Wed

CBS 9:30am

Worship
10:30am

15

Tue

24

Session 10am

25

26

CBS 9:30am

Women’s
breakfast,
Loving
Needles

30

Worship
10:30am

Vietnamese Church
every Sunday at
1:30pm

Adult Bible Study
meets Sunday morning
at 9:30 am
Begins in April

4th Saturday of each month,
Women’s breakfast,
Original Pancake House,
Norco, 8am
Loving Needles, 9:30am

Last Sunday of each
month is Food
Donation Sunday.

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS
CHRIST THROUGH WORSHIP,
DISCIPLESHIP, FELLOWSHIP,
MINISTRY AND MISSION
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Our Church Staff
Pastor (Transitional) ........... Henry DeGraaff
Administrative Assistant .... Judy Hanson/Marilyn Mittelstadt
Accompanist....................... Delia E. Martinez-Samojluk

Phone: 951-734-1920
E-mail: judy@fpc-corona.org
Pastor: 626-808-7472

Church Treasurer ............... Terrie Burbank
Bookkeeper ........................ Teri White

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:30AM Adult Sunday School
10:30AM Worship Service
Sunday School (nursery care
available)
First Press deadline – 22nd
of every month
Editor reserves the right
to edit for content &
space

We're on the WEB
http://www.fpc-corona.org
www.facebook.com/
coronafirstpresbyterian

